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OFFICE MINISTERIAL. 


SzcrT. I. 


any famous mutuall intercourſe agreed upon ſome com- 
mon rites, and forms of Religionz becauſe one common 
efiet cannot deſcend from chance, it is certain they come 
>| to them by reaſon, or tradition from their common Parents, 
"AY or by imitation 3 ſomething that hath a common influence. 
If -Reaſor be the principle, then it is more regular and laſting and admits 
of no other variety, thanas ſome men grow unreaſonable, or that the 
reaſon ceaſes. If Traditioz be the fountain, then it is not oily univer- 
ſal, and increaſes as the world is peopled, but remains alſo ſo long as we 
retain reverence to our Parents,or that we do not think our ſelves wiſer 
then our forefathers. But theſe two have preduced Cuſtomes and Laws 
of the higheſt obligation : for whatſoever we commonly call the Law 
of Natare, it is either a cuſtome of all the world, derived from Nogh 
or Adam; or elſe it is therefore done, becauſe natural reaſon teaches 
usto doit in the order to the preſcrvation of our ſelves !and the pub- 
like. | 

But 3»23tation of the cuſtomes of a wiſe Nation, is ſomething leſle, and 
yet it hath produced great conſent inexternal ritesand offices of Reli- 
gion. And ſince there is in Ceremonies ſo great indifferency, there being 
no antecedent Law to determine their practiſe, nothing intheir nature 
to make them originally neceſſary, they grow into a Cuſtomor a Law, ac- 
cording as they are capable. For if a wife Prince, or Governour, or a 
Nation, or a famous family, hath choſen rites of common Religion, 
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ſuch as were conſonant to the Analogy of his duty, expreflive of his ſenſe, 


decent in the expreflion, grave in the form, or full of ornament in their 
reprefentment; ſuch a thing is capable of no greater reaſon and needs 
no greater authority, but hath been, and may reaſonably enough be imi- 
tated upon the reputation of their GT and diſintereſted —_— 

bY Wwao 


Divine inſtitution and necelsity 


Hen ſeverall Nations and differing Religions have without _ 


rt, 


T-be Divine in{litution of 


who being known wile perſons, or nations, took them firſt into their reli- 
ious offices, 
3. Thus the Jews and the Gentiles uſed 2 white garments in their holy 
2 Veler. Maxim offices, and the Chriſtians thought» it reaſonable enough from ſo 
IO united exarple to do fo too, Example was reaſon great enough for 
1: biftt.z4 that. Thed Gentile-Prieſts were forbid totouch a dead body, to « eat 
c 4.Gell.\i.'0, Jeavened bread, tod mingle with ſecular imployments during their at- 
6 $6: tendance In holy offices ; theſe they took up from the pattern of the Jews, 
and profeſled it reaſonable to imitate a wiſe people in the rituals of theix 
Lib. 3. Religion, The Gentile-prieſts uſed Ring and Staffe and Mitre ( ſaith Phi- 
Toſtratws : ) the Primitive Biſhops did ſo too; and in the higheſt deteſta- 
tionof their follies thought they might wiſely enough imitate their in- 
nocent cuſtomes and Prieſtly ornaments, and hoped they might better re- 
concile their minds to the Chriſtjan Religion by compliance in'ceremo- 
nials, than exaſperate them by rejecting their antient and innocent Cere- 
monies - for ſo the Apoſtles invited and inticed Judaiſm into Chriſtj- 
anity. | 
And Tertullian complains of the Devils craft, who by imitating the 
Chriſtian rites reconciled mens mindes with that compliance to a more 
charitable opinion of the Gentile ſuperſtition; * The devil- intending to 
De preicripte & Jaw the profeſſers-of iruth to his own portion, or to preſerve his own 
Hs fon pay. © in the ſame fetters he firſt put upon them, imitates the rites of our Kelj- 
tes inventends © 050n,adopting them into his ſuperſtition. He baptiſes ſome of his diſciples, 
veritatem, J96% 17d when he initiates them to theworſhip of Mithra, promiſes them: par- 
Cs fd by that rites h his ſonldiers in their joreheads,he repre- 
ſacramentorum on of ſins,by that rite; he ſignes his ſouldiers in their foreheads,he repre- 
diviuorum in © (exits the oblationof bread,and introduces repreſentments of the reſurreQi- 
— prors%.- hf * 0n,and laboriouſly gets Martyrs to his cauſe. His Prieſts marry but once;he 
Tingit &> ipſe ©* hath his virgins, and his abſtemious and continent followers: that what 
qujdam, utique © Chriſtians love and the world commends in them, being adopted into the 
eredentes & f- & ;tmals of Idolatry, may allure ſome with the beauty and fair imager 
deles ſuos : ex- Sata d wry gry, 


piationem de- *© and abuſe others with colour and phantaſtick faces. 

Lorum de la- 

vacro re-promititt,e fic adbuc initiat Mithrs : ſegaar iliic in froxiibas milites ſor, celebrat oy panis oblationem,(y imaginem reſu-- 
reftionus inducit, (ſub eladio redimut coronars. Duid, quea & ſummum 1 ontificem in unis nupt iis ftatuit 2 havet & virgines, 
habet &> continentes. Dui ergoipſas res de quibus ſacramenta Chriſti adminiftrantur tam emulaner affeFlavit exprimere in nego- 
tris idololatrie. ntique & idem (5 eodem ing-1i9 veſtiit, & ptuu inflrumenta quoque dro:narum rerum &+ ſanttorum Chriftia- 
norum ſenſum de ſerſibhis, verba de werbis, parabols de parabJlis, profane & amule fidei attemperare, 


4A And: thus alſo all wiſe men that intended to perfwade others to their 
religion, did it by retaining as much as they innocently could of the 
other, that'the change might not be too violent, and the perſons be 
moreendeared by common rites and the relation and charity of like- 
neſs and imitation. Thus did the Church and the Synagogue; thus 
did the Gentiles both to the Jews and to the Chriſtians 3 and all wiſe men 
did ſo. 

© e The Gentiles offered firſt-fruits to their gods, and their tithes to 
+ w=gh mt Hercules, t kept vigils and anniverſaries, torbad marriages without the 
F Sueton. ix Conſent of Parents, and clandeſtine contracts ; theſe were obſerved with 
Veſpaſ- ſome variety according as the people werecivil or learned 3 and accord- 
g Liv. dec ad. - . .t . ; 
© lib. 16. Ing tothe degree of the tradition, or as the thing was reaſonable, ſo 

theſe cuſtomes were more or leſs univerſal.  . 

6. But when all wiſe people, nay when abſolutely all the world have con- 
ſented upon a Rite,it cannot derive from a fountain lower than the cur- 
rent, but it muſt either be a Command which God hath given to all the 

Lib. 4, d« world : ( and fo Socrates in Xenophon, © nod ab ominibus gentibus 0bſerva- 
-a #ngk 4.0. mum eſt, idnon nit 4 Deo ſancitumeſſe dicendum eſt ) ora —_— a 
aw 
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_ the Office Mintiterial.' * 


law deſcending from our common parents, or a reaſon derived from the 
nature of things; there cannot in the world be any thing great enough 
to take away fuch a rite, except an expreſs divine commandment ;''and 


a man by the ſame reaſon may marry his neareſt relative, as he may. deny 


to worthip God by the recitation. of his praiſes and: excellencies ; :be- 
cauſe reaſon and a very common tradition have made almoſt all: the 
world conſent inthele two things, that we muſt abſtain from the mixtures 
of our neareſt kindred, and that we muſt- worſhip God by recounting 
and declaring excellent things concernnig him.' 5» 3:11 3.898 
[ have inſtanced in two things in which I am ſure to find the feweſt 
adverſaries, (I ſaid, the feweſt; for there are ſome men which have loft 
all humanity:)but theſe two great Inſtances are not atteſted with fo uni- 
verſal a tradition and pra@ice of the world, as this that is now in queſtion. 
For in ſome mations they have married their fſters, fo did the Magi 


among the Perhans: wyus? &: Mar wirggn, wi dAnpals plu rw, Tays Stroma.z, 


þ 


Tatianus in Clemens Alexanidrinws,and Bardiſanes Syrus in Enſebizs. And tib.z.prepar. 


the Greeks worlhipped Hercules by railing, and Adercary by throwing Evange!. 
ſtones at him. But there was never any people but had their Prieſts and 


Prefidents of religious rites, and kept holy things within'a mure, that the 
people might not approach: to handle the myſteries: and therefore be- 
tides that it is a receſſion from the cultoms' of mankind, and charges us 
with the dif-reſpedt of all the world (which is an imncuriouſneſs next to 
infinite) it is alſo a doing againſt that which all the reaſon of all the wife 
men of the world have choſen antecedent]y,or ex pd/# fas, and he muſt 


have aftrange underſtanding, who is not periwaded by that which hath 


determined all the world. Wes, | x 

For religion cannot be at all in communities of men without fome 
to guide, to miniſter, to preſerve and to preſcribe the offices and mini- 
ſteries: What can profane holy things but that which makes ahem 
common ? and What can make them coinmean more than when common 
perſons handle them, when there is no diftindtion of Perſons in their 
miniſtration? For, although places are good acceſſories to religion, yet 
in all reh1gions they were ſo accidental to it, that aſacrifice might hallow 
the place, but the place (unleſs it were naturally 1mpure) could not de- 
ſecrate the ſacrifice: and therefore Facab worſhipped upon a ſtone, 
offered upon a turf ; and the Ark reſted in 0bed-Edow's houſe, and was 
holy in Dagen's Temple 3 and hills and groves, fields and orchards, ac- 
cording to the ſeveral cuſtoms of the nations,were the places of addreſs: 
But a common perſon miniſtring, was ſo near a circumſtance, and-was ſo 
mingled with the action, that ſince that material part and exteriour adti- 
ans of Religion could be ated and perſonated by any man, there was 
ſcarce any thing left to make it religious, but the attreQation of the 
rites by a holy perfon 3 A Holy place 1s Raqating a ſeparate time is {ome- 
thing, a preſcript form of words is mote, and ſeparate and ſolemn ations 
are more yet 3 but all cheſe are made common by a common. perſon, and 
therefore without a diſtinttion of perſons have not a natural and reaſon- 
able di(tinion of ſolemnity and exteriourteltgion. _ 

And indeed it werea great diſreputation'to religion,that all great and 
publike things,and every artifice or profitable ſcience ſhould in all the ſfq- 
cieties of men be diſtinguiſhed by profeſſors, artiſts, and proper miniſters; 
and onely religion ſhould lie in common, apt to be bruiſed by the hard 
hand of inechanicks, and ſullied by the ruder touch of undiſcerning and. 
undiſtinguiſhed perſons ; for although the -light of it ſhines to all, 


and ſo far every mans intereſt is concerned in religion, yet 1t were not 
A 3 handſome 


T he. Drume -inſ{ttutionof 


is no-more to be handled by all men, than the laws: are to be dif; penſed 
byall, by whomthey are to be obeyedz though both in religion and the 
Z laws; all men have a. common intereſt, | | 
K 9. . For ſinceall-means.. muſt have ſome equality or proportion towards 
-2 ' 'theirend, that they may of their own being or by inſtitution be ſymbo- 
lical, it is but reaſonable that byelevated and ſublimed inſtruments we 
ſhould be promoted towards an end ſupernatural and divine ; now be- 
ſides, that of all the inſtruments of diſtintion, the Perſon is the moſt 
principal and apt for the honour of Religion ( and to make our Religi- 
on honourable is part of the Religion it ſelf) it is alſo apt forthe uſes of it; 
ſuch asare, preſerving the rights, ordering; decent miniſtration, diſpen- 
ſing the laws of Religion, judging cauſes,ceremonies and accidents; and he 
that appoints not offices to- miniſter his Religion, cares not how it is pere 
formed; and he that cares ſolittle,will finde a great contempt paſſe u pon 
it,and a:cheapneſs meaner than of the meaneſt civi! offices; and he that is 
content with that, cares not how little . honour God receives, when he 
preſents to him a cheap,a common; and a diſhonourable Religion. 

IO. But the very natural defign of Religion. forces usto a diſtintion of 
perſons,in order to the miniſtration; for beſides that every manis not fit 
toapproach to God with all his ſordes, and adherent indiſpoſitons ; an 
aſſignment in reaſon muſt be made of certain perſons, whoſe ca ling 
muſt be holy, and their perſons taught to be holy, by ſuch a ſolemn and 
religious aſſigament 3 that thoſe: perſons being made higher than the 
people by their Calling and Religion, and yet our brethren in Nature, 
may be intermedia] between God and the people, and preſent to God the 


on thoſe whoſe fiduciaries they are. This laſt depends updn Gods own act 
and defignation, and therefore muſt afterwards be proved by teſtimonies 
of his own, that hehath accepted ſuch perſons to ſuch purpoſes; but 
the former part we our ſelves are: taught by natural reaſon, by the rules 
of proportion, by the honour we owe unto Religion , by the hopes of 
our own advantages, and by the diſtance between God and us towards 
which we ſbould thruſt up perſons as high as they are capable. And 
that allthe world hath done prudently in this,we are confirmed by Gods 
own a&, who knowing it was molt agreeable, not only to the conſtitu- 
tion of Religion, and of our addreſles to God, but to our meer necelii- 
ties alſo, did in his glorious wiſdome ſend his Son, and made him apt to 
become a mediator between himſelf and us, by cloathing him with our 
nature, and decking him with great participation of his own exce]- 
lencies, that He might doe our work, the work of his own humane 
nature, and by: his great ſanity and wiſdom approach neer to Gods 
mercy-ſeat, whither our imperfeCtions and tins could not have neer 
acccſle. 
11. Andthis confideration is not onely good Reaſon but true Divinity, 
and was a conlideration in the Greek Ghurch, and affixed to the head 
of a prayer as the reaſon of their addreſſes to God in 
Evy,0a. In ordinat, Epiſc. Kveu 6 ,2:% deſigning miniſters in Religion. 0 Lord God, who be- 
pak hs 5 or \ Ages wh tar rn Cauſe mans nature cannot of it ſelfe approach to thy 
7h oF arcoropia. uorom341s nulr O1- glorious Deity, haſt appointed Maſters and Teachers of 
Darren BareFioas 3 av erIxITE the (ppp pajſeons with our ſelves, whom thou haſt placed 
Deg ver bis 75 ef vadiguy os Vuoiny  . gs” OY / 
x, 0090250 Vp ares 7% AaZ ou, &c, 71 thy throne, viz. inthe miniſtery of the kingdom, 
to bring ſacrifices and oblations in behalf of thy peo- 
"Fle&c; And indeed it the greatneſs of an imployment ſeparates perſons 


trom 


= 


handſome that every man ſhould take the taper in his hand ; and region 


peoples needs, and be inſtrumental tothe reconveying Gods bleſſing up- 
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the Office Miniſterial 


from the valgzs, either we muſt think the immediate offices of Religion 
and the entercourſe with God to be the meaneſt of imployments, or the 
perſons fo officiating to receive their eſtimate according to the excellency 
of their offices; 


And thus it was amongſt the Jews and Gentiles before Chrilſts time, | 


amongſt whom they not only ſeparated perſons for the ſervice of their 
gods reſpectively, but choſe the beſt of men and the Princes of the 
people to officiate in their myſteries, and adorned them with the greateſt 
honours and ſpecial immunities. Among the Jews, the Prieſthood was 
ſo honourable, that although the expeftation which each Tribe had of 


the Meſſtas was reaſon enough to make them obſerve the law of diſtin& 


marriages, yet it was permitted to the T1ibe of Levi to marty with the 
Kingly Tribe of Judah, that they alſo might have the honour and portion 
of the Meflias's moſt glorious generation; and for.the'Prieſthood of Aaroz 
it Was Kezs tEaigeror, tx 631240, dv turn or xITpa, faith Philo, a Celeſtiall honour 
not an earthly, a heavenly poſſeſſion, and it grew ſo high and wasſonatu< 
ralized into that nation to honour their Prieſts and myſtick perſons, that 
they made it the pretence of their Warrs and murinies againſt their 
Conquerours. Honor ſacerdotii firmamentium potentie aſſumebatur, ſaith 


Tacita#, ſpeaking of their wars againſt Aztiochxs; The honour of their 


Prieſthood was the ſtrength of their cauſe, and the pretence of their 
armes; and all the greateft honour they could do to their Prieſthood ' 
they fairly derived from: a divine precept, that the Prince,end the People 
and the Elders,and the Synagogue,ſhould go in and ont, that is, ſhould com-' 
mence and finiſh their greateſt and moſt ſolemn ations at the voice and 
command of the prieſt, And therefore King Agrippadid himſelf honour in 


his Epiſtle to Caius Ceſar * I had Kings that were my. anceſtors, arid ſome «1,740. E 

of them were high Prieſts, which dignity they eſteemed higher thantheir #cq/1 4a. 
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as God 1s greater than men, Os. 
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Royall purple, believing that Prieſthood to be greater than the kingdome, 


24417100 70g gm, % Lagiatiag jepogurny, 


And this great eſtimate of the Miniſters of their Religion derived it 
ſelf from the Jewes unto their enemies the Phliſtines, that dwelt upon 
their ſkirtsz inſomuch that in the hill of God where there was a gariſon 


of the Philiſtins,there was alſo a colledg of the Prophets newly inſtituted 4 Sam. 10-54 


AR. 3. 242 


by Samuel (from whom becauſe he was their founder S. peter reckoned 
the ordinary deſcent trom Samwel) unharmed and undiſturbed, though 
they were enemies to the Nation; and when David fled from $axl, he 
came to Naioth where the prophets dwelt, arid thought to take ſantuary 
there, knowing it wasa priviledged place 3 there it was where Sauls 
meſſengers, and Saul himſelfturned Prophets, that they might eſtimate 
the place and preſerve its priviledge, himſelfe becoming one of their 
ſociety. 2 > -... a Sn 
For this was obſerved amongſt all nations, that belides the band 
of humarity, forbidding ſouldiers to touch unarmed people, as, by all 
Religions and all nations Prieſts ever were, the ve1 ſacredneſs of their 
perſons ſhould exempt them from violence, and the chances or in- 
ſolencies of war. Thus the Cretians did to their Prieſts and to the 
xe7{navru the perſons who were appointed for burial. of the dead, the 
ſame with ««=:7w; or. foſſariz in the Primitive Church', no ſouldiers, 
durſt touch them'3 they. had the priviledge of Religion, the immunity of 
Prieſts, Hos que necabart non erant pure manm; and therefoteit grew 
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up into a proverb, when they intended to exprefs a moſt deſtructive an 

unnatural war, 5X 7940 ied, not ſo much as the prieſts that carried 
fire before the Army did eſcapes the ſame with that in Homer in the caſe 
of meſſengers, 


. 
'Ovxir* inu7* os iS) dyy0r0r amnicdat 


"Allofor mor} dou —-——— 


Not ſo much as a meſſenger returned int the City : Theſe were facred 
and therefore exempt perfons; and fowere the Elez among the Grecians, 
as being facred to Jupiter, ſafe from the hoftility of a proteſſed enemy 3 
the ſame which was obſerved amongſt the Romans, 


Onis homd eft tanti confidentil, 
Put ſacerdotem andeat violare! 
. At magno cum malo ſuo fecit Hercule. 
But-this is,but one inſtance of advantage. 


| The Gentiles having once ſeparated their Prieſts, and affixed them to 
the miniſteries of religion, thotght nothing great enough either to ex- 
preſs the qoty of their imployment, or good enough tov do honour 
ro their perſons, and it is Jargely.diſcourſed of by Cicero, in the caſe of 
the Roman Augures, Maxinmmm autem & preftantifiinium in Rep. jus eſt 
Angurum, cum eſt authoritati conjunttum; nequs verd hoc quia ſum ipſe 
Angur ita ſentio, ſed quia fic exiflimare nos neceſſe eſt. ©uid enim 
majws eſt, fi de jure querimm, quam poſſe 4 ſummis imperiis &+ ſummis 
poteſtatibus comitia tollere © concilia vel inſhituta dimittere, vel habita 
reſcindere* Quid magnificentius'quim poſſe decernere, ut 3 5 jo ſe 
abdicent conſules* quid religioſts quam cum populo , cum plebe agendi 
jus aut dare aut non dare? It was a vaſt power theſe men had, to be 
in proportion to their greateſt hozoxr : they had power of bidding and 
diſſolvihg publike meetings, of indidting ſolemuities of religion ; juſt as 
the Chriſtian Biſhops had in the beginning of Chriſtianity ; they com- 
manded publike faſts, at their indiftion onely they were celebrated ; 
Bene antem quod & Epiſcopi univerſe plebi mandare jejunia aſſolent 
non dicoinduſtril ſtipium conferendarum, ut veſire capture eſt, ſed inter- 
dum, &> aliqui ſollicitudinis ov om cauſa. The Biſhops alſo called 
publike conventions Eccleſiaſtical. Agantur precepta per Grecias illas 
certis in locis Concilia ex univerſis Eccleſiis, per que & altiora queque in 
commune tratantur , & ipſa repreſentatio totivs nominis Chriſtiani 
magna veneratione celebratur. Tt was fo in all Religions; the '4nti- 
fſtites, the preſidents of rites, and guides of Conſciences had great im- 
miſſions and influences into the Republike, and communities of men, and 
they verified the ſaying of Tacitas, Deum munere ſummum pontificen, 
etiam ſummum hominem eſſe, non emnlatione, non odio, aut privatis af- 
feFionibas obnoxium. The chief Prieſt was ever the chief man, and free 
from the envies, and ſcorns and troubles of popular peeviſhneſs and con- 
tumacy3 and that I may uſe the expreſſion of Tacitzs, Vtque gliſceret 
dignatio ſacerdoturr, (for all the great traverſes of the Republike 
were'tn their diſpoling) atque ipſes promptior animn# foret ad capeſſen- 
das ceremonias, the very lower inſtitutions of their Religion were ſect up 
with the marks of ſpecial laws and priviledges 3 inſomuch that the ſeat 
of the Empreſs in the Theatre was among the Veſtal Virgins. 


But 
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But the higheſt had all that could be heaped upon them, till their I6. 
honours were as ſublimed as their functions. ®* Amongſt the Erhiopz- aStrab.G:og. 
ans the Prieſts gave laws to their Princes, and they uſed their power 7+ 
ſometimes to the ruine of their Kings, till they were juſtly removed; 

b Among the Egyptiazs the Prieſts were their Judges; ſo they were in Zn. va. 

Athens, for the Areopagites were Prieſts; and the Draids among the 63h [os 340 
. | | : , Joſeph Aniiq, 

Ganls were Judges of murder,of titles of land, of bounds and inheritan- . 14.c. 1s. 

ces,,14gn0 apud eos ſunt honore, nan fere de omnibus controverſs is publicis "> uþ com. de 

privatiſque con(tituuntzand for the Magi of Perſea and India,Strabo reports, © _— 

exeivs; mt oureivar rig aura: Baontuor os Tis Mayes Tos Tligoais vpnywuins a mich 5% I27- 

they converſed with Kings, meaning they were their Counſellours and 

Guides of their conſciences. And Herodotus in Fuſtathixs tells us of the Fuftath. is 

T#yua 7 uty &@ Otagus © deere, the divine orderof Prophets or Prieſts in = 

Delphos: iorfirre pers rar Bao itiar, they did eat of the publick proviſions to- 

gether with Kings. By theſe honours they gave teſtimony of their Reli- 

gion, not only ſeparating certain perſons for the ſervice of their Tem- 

ples, but alſo ſeparating their condition from the impurities and the 

contempt of the world ; as knowing, that they who were to converſe 

with their Gods, were tobeelevated from the common condition of meri 


and vulgar miſeries. 


. # » Als "INalv pwn; 
Sy Ouny, THIAEURG Y GpnaThy, Porplyrize Giai 
peu yoyerr i BegTwr. ex Enrip. 4. 
T8 & T07 us> 
As ſoon as IT was made a Prieſt of 1d4ear Jupiter, all my garments 
were white, and declined to converſe with murtalls. Nove ſortis opor- 
tet illumeſſe qui jubente Deo canat, laid Seneca. He had need be of a 
diſtint and ſeparate condition that ſings to the honour, and at thecom- 
mand of God : thus it was among the Jewsand Heathens. 


_ 


Sz er. ll; 


Ow if Chriſtian Religion ſhould dootherwiſe than all the world 7. 
N hath done, either it muſt be becauſe the rites of Chriſtianity are : 
of no myſtery and ſecret diſpenſation, but common ations 
of an ordinary diretle. and cheap devotion; or elſe, becauſe we un- 
dervalue all Religion, that is, becauſe indeed we have nothing oft : 
The firſt, is diſhonourable to Chriſtianity, and falſe as its greateft enemy: 
The ſecond, is ſhame to us : and both ſo unreaſonable and unnatural, 
that if we ſeparate not certain perſons for the miniſteries of Chriſtianity, 
we mult confeſs we have the worlt Religion, or that we ate the worlt of 
men. 

But let us conſider it upon its proper grounds. When Chriſt had cho- 
ſen to himſelf twelve Apoſtles, and was drawing now to the lalt ſcene 
of his life, he furniſhed them with commitlions and abilities toconſtitute 
and erect a Church, and to tranſmit fuch powers as were apt for its con- 
tinuation and perpetuity. And therefore tothe Apoſtles inthe capacity 
of Church-officers, he made a promiſe, That he would be with them to 
the end of the world; they might perſonally be with him until the end 
of the world, but he could not be here with them, who after a ſhort 
courſe run, was to go hence, and be no more ſeen: and _ 

or 
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for the verification of the pronule, it is neceilary that tince the promil; 
was made for the benefit of the Church, and to them as the mide: of 
the benefit, ſo long as the benefit was to be diſpenſed, ſo long they 
were to be ſucceeded to, and therefore afliſted by the Holy Jeſus ac- 


ew 


cording to the glorious promiſe : Ov pagers Ne fem vols arora gre 12 oviiec, 
& v]ots , Md X55 amagiy curs a nAug Tois . wa Jurais, & Yie eau 0 &T 050204 ayg6 
ons ouy[eASta; £p4.62k0p Cn? C7) NM pery vv ug? Tolg p47 i pads MIT vel rw Ter0, he Nor ON= 
< ly to the Apoſtles, but abſolutely and indefinitely to all Chriſts gif. 
« ciples, their ſucceſſors, be promiſed to abide for ever, even to the 
« conſum mation of the world,to the whole ſucceſſion of the Clergy: fo 
Theophyla& upon this place. + 
And if we conſider what were the power and graces Jeſus committed 
3* to thediſpenſation ofthe Apoſtles, ſuch as were not temporary, but 
laſting, ſucceſſive, and perpetual , we muſt alſo conclude the miniſtery 
to be perpetual. 1 inſtance firſt in the power of binding and loofng 
remiting and retaining ſins, which Chriſt gave them together with hjz 
breathing on them the holy Spirit, and a legation, and a ſpecial Com- 
miſton, as appearsin S. John; which power, what ſenſe ſoever it ad- 
Jobo. 20-21+ its of, could not expire with the perſons of the Apoſtles, unleſs the 
ſucceeding ages of the Church had no diſcipline, or government, 
no ſcandals to be removed, no weak perſons offended, no corrupt mem- 
bers to be cut off, no hereticks rejected, no ſins, or no pardan; and 
that were a more hereſie, than that of the Navatians: for they only de- 
nyed this miniſtery in ſome caſes 3 not 1n all : ſaying, Prieſtly abſo- 
lution was not fit to be diſpenſed tothem, who in time of perſecution 
had ſacrificed to idols. 17 zag Tiras mis iEuoras pore Tath, x97 3s Lighar, wy] 
revuy rhrorgThy &e4gu. [Tires, To thele ] onely, pardon is to be diſpenſed 
ide Socrars Without the miniſtery of the Prieſt, To theſe ] who were wire = pa'rnops 
hs 1. G 7 indvoars, ſacriticers,and mingled the tabl: of the Lord with thetable of de- 
Sozon. Mt £-ils.Againſt other ſinners they were not ſo levere. But however,ſo long ag 
 _ that diſtinction remains, of ſis #nto death, and ſins not unto death ; 
therearea certain ſort of fins which are remediable , and cognoſcible, 
and judicable, and a power was diſpenſed to a diſtind ſort of perſons, 
to remit or retain thoſe ſins; which therefore muſt remain with the 
Apoſtles for ever, that is, with their: perſons firſt, and then with the 
6:  NaSoxis with their ſucceſſorsz becauſe the Church needs it for ever; 
and there was rothing in the power, that by relating to the preſent 
and temporary occafion did infinuate its ſhort life and ſpeedy expira- 
tion, 
4+ In execution of this power and purſuance of this commiſſion, for 
which the power was given 3 the Apoſtles went forth, and all they upon 
whom this (ſignature paſled, #5 mreCpar? S007 Wero bis Nawiar rorw, Cxecu- 
ted this power In appropriation and diſtinct miniſtery : it was the ſword 
of their proper miniſtiery; and S* Paul does almoſt exhibite his Com- 
miſſion and reads the words, when he puts it in execution, and does 
highly verifie the parts and the conſequence of this argument ; God hath 
reconciled s to himſelf by Chriſt Feſws,and hath given to us,the miniſtery of 
reconciliation and it followes, mow then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt. 
The miniſtery of reconciliation , is an appropriate miniſtery 5 It is com- 
mitied to ws 5 wears Embaſſadors, it is appropriate by vertue of Chrilts 
miſſion, and legation. He hath given to #5, he hath made and deputed cer 
tain Embaſſadors whom he hath ſent uponthe meſlage, an —_—_— 
of reconcilementz which is a plain expoſition of the words of his Commil- 
5. lion, before recorded, Johy 20. 21. 


And 


James 5. 


er at 
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And that this alſo deſcended lower, we have the teſtimony of S. James, 
who adviſes the ſick perſon to ſend for the Elders of the church, that 
they may pray over him; that they may anoint him, that in that ſociety 
there may be cornfeſſzon of ſins by the clinick orlick perſon, and that after 
theſe preparatives, and inthis miniſtery, his ſins may be forgiven him. 
Now that this power fell into ſucceſſion, this inſtance proves; for the 
Elders were ſuch who had not the commiſtion immediately from Chriſt, 
but were pira;wicee, they were fathers of the people, but ſons of the 
Apoſtles, and therefore it 1s certain the power was not perſonal, and 
merely Apoſtolicall, but derived upon others by ſuch a communigati- 
on, as gives evidence the power was to be ſucceeded in ; And when went 
it out 2 when the anointing and miraculous healing ceaſed? There is 
no reaſon for that. For forgiveneſs of fins was not a thing viſible, and 
therefore could not be of the nature of miracles to confirme the faith 
and chriſtianity firſt, and after its work was done return to God that 
gave it 3 neither could itbe only of preſent uſe to the Church, but as 
eternal and laſting asſinis: and therefore there could be nothing inthe 
nature of the thing to make it ſo much as ſuſpicious, it was preſently to 
EXPiIre; 
To whichalſo Iadd this conſideration, that the Holy Ghoſt which 
was to enable the Apoſtles in the preciſe office Apoſtolical, as it was an 
office extraordinary, circumſtantionate, definite, and to expire, all that, 
was promiſed ſhould deſcend upon them after Chriſts aſcenſion, and was 
verified in Pertecoſt; for to that purpoſe to bring all things to their minde, 
all of Chriſts Doctrine andall that was neceſlary of his life and miracles, 
and a power from above to enable them to ſpeak boldly and learnedly, 
and with tongues, all that, beſides the other parts of ordinary power, was 
given them ten dayes after the Aſcenſion. And therefore the breathing 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles in the oftaves of the reſurreCtion, and 
this miflion with ſuch a power, was 1heir ordinary miſſion , atending 
them as ordinary Paſtors and Curates of Souls, with a power to govern 
( binding and looſing can mean no lefs : and they were the words of the 
promiſe )) with a powerto miniſter reconciliation : ( for ſo Saint Paul 
expounds remitting, and retaining ) which two were the great hindges 
of the Goſpel, the one to invite and collect a Church, the other to go- 
vernitz the one to diſpenſe the greateſt blefling in the world, the other 
to keep them in capacities of enjoying it. For lince the holy Ghoſt was 
now actually given to theſe purpoſes here expreſſed,and yet in order to 
all their extraordinaries and temporary needs was promiſed to deſcend 
after this, there 1s no colle(tion from hence more reaſonable, thanto 
conclude all this to be part of their commiſſion of ordmary Apoltleſhip, 
to which the miniſters of religion were in all ages to ſucceed. In at- 
teſtation of all which, who pleaſe may ſee the united teſtimony of a S. | 
Cyril, »S, Chryſoſt ome, < S. Ambroſe, 4S. Gregory and the «© Author of the a In 7obn.20.” 
queſtions of the 01d and new Teſtament, who unlefle by their calling ſhall > 7. 
rather be called perſons intereſt, then by reafon of their famous piety 4 Honil.2s * 
and integrity, ſhall be accepted as competent, are a very credible and i» Evanz. 
fair repreſentment of this truth,and that it was a dodtrine of Chriſtianity, *Þ*** 35 
that Chriſt gave this power to the Apoſtles for themſelves, and their ſuc- 
cceflors for ever, and that therefore as Chriſt in the firſt donation, ſo alſo” 
ſome Churches in the tradition of that power uſed the ſame forme of 
words intending the collation of the ſame power and ſeparating perſons 
for that work of that miniſtery. I end this with the counſel S. Auguſtine ) 
gives to all publike penitents,Yeriat ad Antiſiites, per quos illis in ws 
| claves 
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claves miniſtrantur, & 8 prepoſetis ſacrorum accipiant ſatisfattionis ſug 
modum, let them come to the Preſidents of Religion by whom the oe 
are miniſtred, and from the Governours of holy things let them receive 
thoſe injundtions which ſhall exerciſe and ſignitie their repentance. 


SECT. 1Il. 


He ſecond power T inſtance in,is preaching the Goſpel : for which 
work he not onely at firſt defigned Apoſtles, but others alſo were 
appointed for the ſame work for ever, to all generations of the 


Church. This Commiſſion was figned immediately before Chriſt's 


Aſcenſion; Al power is given to me in heaven and in earth, Go. ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 
I have commanded you, and lo I am with you always even unto the end of 
the world. Firſt, Chriſt declared his own commiſſion, [_ al power is given 
him into his hand } he was now made King of all the Creatures, and 
Prince of the Catholick Church ; and therefore as it concerned his care 
and providence to look to his cure, and flock, fo he had power to make 
deputations accordingly [_ Go ye —— implying that the ſending 
them to this purpoſe was an iſſue of his power, either becauſe the 
authorizing certain perſons was an alt of power, or elſe becauſe the 
making them Do@ors of the Church and teachers of the Nations, was a 
placing them in ah eminency above their ſcholars, and converts, and 
ſo alſo was an emanation of that power,which,derived upon Chriſt from 
his Father, from him deſcended upon the Apoſtles. And the wiſer per- - 
ſ.ns of the world have always underſtood, that a power of teaching 
was a Preſidency and Authority; for ſince all dominion is naturally 
founded in the underſtanding 3 —_— civil government accidentally, 
2nd by inevitable publick neceſſity relies upon other titles, yet where 
the greateſt underſtanding and power of teaching is, there 1s a natural 
preheminence and ſuperiority eaterxs, that is, according to the propor- 
tivn of the excellency; and therefore in the inſtance of S. Paul we are 
taught the ſtyle of the Court, and Diſciples fit at the feet of their Ma- 
ſters, as he did at the feet of his Tutor Gamalie!, which implies duty, 
ſubmiſſion,and ſubordination; and indeed it is the higheſt of any kind, 
n :t cre'y becaiife it is tounded upon nature, but becauſe it is a ſub- 
mſſicn of the moſt imperious faculty we have, even of that "faculty 
w hich when we are removed from vur Tutors, 1s ſubmitted to none 
but God 3 for no man hath power over the underſtanding faculty; and 
therefore ſo lung as we are under Tutors and Inſtructors, we give to 
thei that duty, in the ſucceſſion of which claim, none can ſucceed but 
God himſclf, becauſe none elſe can ſatisfie the underſtanding but he. 
Now then becaule the Apoſtles were created DoQtors of all the 
world, hoc ipſo they had power given them over the underſtandings of 
their diſciples, and they were therefore fitted with an infallible ſpirit, 
and grew to be ſo authentick that their determination was the laſt ad- 
dr«{s of all inquiries in queſtions of Chriſtianity : and although they 
were not abſolute Lords of their faith and underſtandings, as #heir 
Lord was, yet they had, under God, a ſupreme care, and preſidency, to 
order, to guide, to inſtruct, and to ſatistie their underſtandings ; and 
thoſe whom they ſent out upon the ſame errand, according to the pro- 
portion and excellency of their ſpirit, had alſo a degree of iuperiority and 
EMucncy3 


_— 
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eminency; and theretore they who were yomirns @ Moana, Labourers 
in the word and doctrine, were allo artwns after Current, Preſbyters that 
were Prelidents and Rulers of the Church z and this eminency is for 
ever to be retained according as the unſkilfulneſs of the Diſciple re- 
tains him in the form of Catechumens; or as the excellency of the in- 
ſtrudQor ſtill keeps the diſtance; or elſe, as the office of reaching being 
orderly and regularly afligned makes a legal, political, and poſitive au- 
thority, to which all thoſe perſons are for orders fake to ſubmit, who 
poſſibly in reſpect of their perſonal abilities might be exempt from that 
authority. | 
Upon this ground it is, that learning amongſt wiſe perſons is eſteemed 
a title of nobility and ſecular eminency ; Ego enim quid alind muniff- 
centie adhibere potui, ut ftudia, ut fic dixerim, in umbra educata & qui- 
bus claritudo venit, (aid Seneca to Nero. And Ariftotle, and 4. Gel/ius 
aftirm, that not onely excellency of extration, or great fortunes, but 
learning alſo makes zoble-z circummndique ſedentibus multis dofrink, 
aut genere, aut fortuni nobilibys viris: and therefore the Lawyers fay, 
that if a legacy be given paxzperi z0bili, the executors, if they pleaſe, 
may give it to a DodFor. I onely make this uſe of it, that they who are 
by publick deſignation appointed to teach, are alfo*'appointed in ſome 
ſenſe to govern thein : and uf learning it ſelf be a fair title to ſecular 
opinion, and advantages of honour, then they who are profeſſors of 
learning, and appointed to be publick teachers, are allo ſet above their 
diſciples as tar as the Chair is above the Area or floor, that is, in that 
very relation of teachers and ſcholars : and therefore among the heathen 
the Prieſts who were to anſwer de zyſterizs,lometimes bore a ſcepter. 


Xquoty ord oiAges X) notre maya 'A nag, 


Upon which verſe of Homer Euſtathins obſerves, owuiov If Baoneicy, y; ainar, 
7) Jixns 1% oxirTzeo» i», The ſcepter was not: onely an enfign of a King, but 
of a Judge and of a Prophet 3 it {ignifieda power of anſwering in judge- 
ment, and wiſe ſentences. This diſcourle was occaſioned by our blefied 
Saviour's illative; A/ power ix given me, go ye therefore and teach; and 
it concludes, that the authority of Preaching 1s more than the faculty, 
that ir includes power and preſidency, that therefore a ſeparation of per- 
ſons is ex abundanti inferred, unleis order and authority be alſo caſual, 
and that all men alſo may be Governonrs as well as Preachers, 

Now that here was a plain ſeparation of ſome perſons for this mi- 
niſtery, I ſhall not need to prove by any other argument belides the 
words of the Commitiion; ſave onely that this may be added,that here 
was more neceſlary, than a commiſſion; great abilities, ſpecial affi- 
ſtances, extraordinary and divine knowledge, and underſtanding the 
myſteries of the kingdom; ſo that theſe abilities were ſeparations 
enough of the perſons, and deſignation of the officers; But this may 
poſſibly become the diiticulty of the queſtion ; For, when the Apoſtles 
had filled the world with the Sermons of the Goſpel, and that the holy 
Ghoſt deſcended in a plentiful manner, then was the prophecy of Joe! 
fulfilled, old men dreamed dreams. and young men ſaw viſions, and ſons 
and daughters did propheſy : Now the Cale was altered; and the diſci- 
ples themſelves ſtart up dofors, and women prayed and prophelied, 
and Priſcilla fate inthe Chair with her huſband Aquila, and Apollos fat 
at their feet z and now all was common _ : and therefore although 
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the commiſhon went out firſt tothe Apoſtles; yet,when by miracle God 
diſpenſed great gifts to the Laity, and to women, he gave probation that 
he intended that all ſhould propheſy and preach, leſt thoſe gifts ſhould 
be to no purpoſe. This muſt be conſidered. 


I. Theſe gifts were miraculous verifications of the great Promiſe of 
the Father, of ſending the holy Ghoſt, and that all perſons were capable 
of that bleſſing in their ſeveral proportions, and that Chriſtianity did 
deſcend from God were ex abandanti proved by thoſe extraregular dif. 
penſations: ſo that here is purpoſe enough ſignified, although they be 
not uſed to inferre an indiſtinction of Officers in this miniſtery, 


2. Theſe gifts were given extra-regularly : but yet with ſome diffe- 
rence of perſons: for all did not propheſy, nor all interpret, nor all 
ſpeak with tongues: they were but a few that did all this : we find but 
the daughters of one man onely, and Priſcilla, among all the nations of 
the Jews that ever did propheſie, of the women: and of Lay-men I re- 
member not one, but Aquila and Agabwss and theſe will be but too 
ſtraight an argument to blend a whole Order of men in a popular and 
vulgar indiſcrimination. 


3. Theſe extraordinary gifts were no authority to thoſe who had 
them, and no other commiſſion, to ſpeak in.publick. And therefore 
S. Panl forbids the women to ſpeak in the Church, and yet it was not 
denied but ſome of them might have the ſpirit of prophecie. Speaking 
in the Church was part of an ordinary power, to which not onely ability 
but authority alſo and commiſſzon are required. That was clearly one 
ſeparation 3 women were not capable of a clerical imployment, no not 
ſo much as of this miniſtery of preaching. And by this we may take 
ſpcedier account concerning Deaconeſles in the Primitive Church; 
de Diaconiſſ4 ego Bartholomews diſpono  O Epiſcope, impones ei manus 
preſentibus Presbyteris, Diaconis & Diced & dices, Reſpice ſuper 
 hanc famulam tuam; 1o it 1s in the conſtitutions Apoſtolical under the 
name of S. Clement + By which it ſhould ſeem they were ordained for 
ſome Eccleſiaſtical miniſtery 3 - which is alſo more credible by thoſe 
words of Tertul/ian, Quante igitur & que in Eccleſtis ordinari ſolent, 
que Deo mubere maluerunt® And Sozomentells of Olympias, Hanc enim, 
cum genere efſet nobiliſſumo, quamvis juvenculam ex quo vidua fatta erat, 
quia ex preſcripto Eccleſie egregie philoſophatur, in Miniſtram Ne&a- 
ris ordinat : and ſuch a one It was, whom Saint Baſ#l called impollu- 
tam ſacerdotem. Whatſoever theſe Deaconeſles could be, they could 
not ſpeak in publick, unleſs they did prevaricate the Apoſtolical rule, 
given tothe Corinthian and Epheſsan Churches: And therefore though 
Olympias was an excellent perſon, yet ſhe was no preacher; ſhe was a 
Philoſopher, not in her diſcourſe, but in her manner of living and be- 
lieving : Phzloſophata ex Eccleſte PE and that could not be by 
preaching : but theſe Deaconeſles after the Apoſtolical age, were the 
ſame with the wasm w wen, the good women, that did domeſtick offi- 
ces and miniſter to the temporal neceſſity of the Churches in the days 
of the Apoſtlesz Such a one was Phebe of Cenchrea : but they were 
not admitted to any holy or ſpiritual Office : So. we have certain te- 
ſtimony from Antiquity,whence the objection comes. For ſo the Nicene 
Council exfrelly : iwios pir 3 Daxoricows &c. ime? wid) gerepolar ma, Guan, wan FE 
amwTOr Us mois Aainors tumig $£879( 4.9m, Deaconeſles are to be reckoned in 
the Laity, becauſe they have no impolition of hands, viz. for any 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual office. For they had impoſition of hands in ſome places to tem- 
poral adminiſtrations about the Church, and a ſolemn benediction, 
but nothing of the jzegmy Syaws 5 the lame were the gpiefunis, neniaviuſc, 
the presbytereſſes, who were the ewpzicuaor the Governeſſes of women, 
in order to manners and religion 3 but theſe, though ( as Tertuliarn af- 
firms, and Zorraras, and Balſamo confeſs) they were ſolemnly ordained 
'and ſet over the women in ſuch offices, yet pretended to nothing of the 
clerical power or the right of ſpeaking in publike. So Epiphanins : 
There is an order of deaconeſſes in the Church, but not to meddle, or to 
attempt any of the holy Otfices. And in this ſenſe it was, that Saint 
Ambroſe reckons it amongſt the Hereſies of the Cataphrygians,that they 
ordained their Deaconeſles, viz. to ſpiritual miniſteries 3 but thoſe 
women that deſire to be medling, are not moved with ſuch diſcourſes; 
they care for none of all theſe things 3 therefore I remit them to 
the precept of the Apoſtle. But 1 ſuffer not a woman to teach, but to be 
in felence. 

And 4s for the men who had gifts extraordinary of the Spirit, al- 
though they were permitted at firſt in the Corizthian Church ( before 
there was a Biſhop, or a fixed Colledge of Clergy) to utter the inſpired 
ditates of the Spirit, yet whether they were Lay or Clergy is not 
there expreſſed ; and it is more agreeable to the uſual diſpenſation 
that the prophets of ordinary miniſtery, though now extraordinarily 
aſtiſted, ſhould propheſy in publikez but however, when theſe extra- 
ordinaries did ceaſe, if they were common perſons, they had no pre- 
tence to invade the Chair (nor,that we find, ever did :) for an ordinary 
ability to ſpeak was never any warrant to diſturb an order; unleſs they 
can ſay the words of S. Paul | Whereunto I am ordained a Preacher, ] 
they might not invade the office. To be able to pertorm an office, 
though 1t may be a fair diſpoſition to make the perſon capable to re- 
ceive it orderly, yet it does not actually inveſt him ; every wiſe man 
js not a Counſellour of State, nor every good Lawyer a [udge. And 
1 doubt not but in the Jewiſh religion there were many perſons as 
able to pray as their Prieſts, who yet were wiſer than to refuſe the 
Prielts advocation apxd Dex, and reciting offices in behalf of the 
people: Orabit pro eo ſacerdos was the order of Gods appointing, 
though himſelf were a devout perſon aud of an excellent ſpirit. And 
it had necd be ſomething extraordinary that muſt warrant an ordina- 
ry perſon to riſe higher than his own evenneſs3 and ability or 5kil/ 
is but a poſlibility 3 and muſt be reduced to at by ſomething that 
tranſmits authority, or does eſtabliſh order, or diſtinguiſh perſons, and 
ſeparate profeſſions. And it is very remarkable, that when Judas 
had miſcarried and Joſt his Apoſtolate, it was faid, that it was neceſſa- 
ry for ſome body to be choſen to be a witneſs of Chriſts ReſurreQion. 
Two were named, of ability ſufficient, but that was not all: they muſt 
chuſe one, to make up the number of the twelve, a diſtinct ſeparate 
perſon; which ſhews that it was not onely a work (for that, any of them 
might have done) but an office of ordinary miniſtery. The ability 
of doing which work although all they that lived with Jeſ#s, might 
cither have had,or received at pertecoſt, yet the authority and grace 
was more : the firſt they had upon experience, but this onely by di- 
vine election : which is a demonſtration that every perſon that can 
do offices clerical is not permitted to do them; and that,befides the 
knowledge and natural or artificial abilities, a divine qualification is 
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And therefore God complains by the Prophet, 7 have not ſent them, and 
get they runs and the Apoſtle leaves it as an eſtabliſhed rule, How ſhall 
they preach except they be ſent ? Which two places, I ſhall grant to be 
meant concerning a diſtinct and a new meſlage ; Prophets muſt not offer 
any doctrine to the people , or pretend a dofrine for which they had not 
a commiſſion from God. But which way {oever they be expounded, 
they will conclude right in this particular. For if they lignitie an ordina- 
ry miſſion, then there is an ordinary miſſion of preachers, which no man 
muſt uſurp unleſs he can prove his title certainly and clearly, derivative 


* from God which when any man of the Laity can do, we muſt give hime 
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the right hand of fellowſhip,and wiſh him good ſpeed, Burt it theſe words 
ſignific an extraordinary caſe, and that 'no meſſage muſt be pretended 
by Prophets but what they have commiſſion for, then muſt not ordina- 
ry perſons pretend an extraordinary miſſion to an ordinary pur- 
pole : for, beſides, that God does never do things unreaſonable, nor 
will endure that order be interrupted to no purpoſe, he will never give 
an extraordinary Commiſiion unleſs it be to a proportionable end ; who- 
ſoever pretends to a licence of preaching by reaſon of an extraordinary 
calling , muſt look that he be furniſhed with an extraordinary meſ- 
ſage, leſt his Commiſſion be ridiculous; and when he comes, he mult be 
ſure to ſhew his authority by an argument proportionable; that is, by 
ſuch a probation without which no wiſe man can reaſonably believe 
him ; which cannot be lefle then miraculous and divine. In all other 
caſes he comes under the curſe of the zoz w:ijſa, thoſe whom God ſent 
not; they go on their own errand, and muſt pay themſelves their 
wages. 

WW that the Apoſtles were therefore to have an immediate 
miſſion, becauſe they wereto receive new inſtructions : theſe inſtrudci- 
ons were ſuch as were by an ordinary, and yet by a diſtint miniſtery to be 
conveyed, for ever after 3 and therefore did defign an ordinary, ſuc- 
ceſlive, and laſting power and authority. Nay our bleſſed Lord went one 
ſtep further in this proviſion, even to remark the very firſt ſucceſſors 
and partakers of this power, to be taken zmtothelot of this miniftery,and 
they were the Seventy-two whom Chriſt had ſent ( as probationers of 
their future preaching ) upon a ſhort errand into the Cities of Judah : 
Bur by this aſlignation of more perſons than thoſe to whom he gave im- 
mediate Commiſiton, he did declare that the office of preaching was to 
be diſpenſed by a ſeparate and peculiar ſort of men, diſtinct from the peo- 
ple, and yet by others thanthoſe who had the commiſſion extraordina- 
ry ; thatis, by ſuch who were to be called to it by an ordinary voca- 
tion. 

As Chriſt conſtituted the office and named the perſons, both extraor- 
dinary and ordinary, preſent and ſuccefiive 3 ſo he provided gifts for 
them too, that the whole diſpenſation might be his, and might be ap- 
parent. And therefore Chriſt when he aſcended np on high gave gifts to 
men, to this very purpoſe; and theſe gifts — from the ſame Spirit 
made ſeparation of diſtin& miniſteries under the ſame Lord. SoS. Pau! 
teſtifies expreſly 5 Now there are diverſftier of gifts, but the ſame Spirit, 
xa Norghous Naxor od there are diſſerent adminiſtrations | diſſerences of 
miniſteries, it is the proper word for Church-offices 3 the miniltry 18 
diſtinguiſhed by the gift s It is ot a gift of the miniſtery, but the mi- 
niſtery it ſelf is the gift, and diſtinguiſhed accordingty. An extraor- 
dinary Miniſtery needs an extraordinary and a miraculous gift 5 
| that 
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that is a miraculous cal/ing and vocation and deſignation by the holy 


Ghoſt 3 but, an ordinary gift cannot ſublime an ordinary-perſon ro a 
ſupernatural. imployment 3 and from this diſcourſe of the differing 
gifts of the Spirit, Saint Pax! without .any further artifice, concludes 
that the Spirit intended a diſtinction of Church-officets for the work 
of the miniſtery; for the conclution of the diſcourſe is, that God hath 
ſet ſome in the Church, firſs Apoſtles , ſecondarily Prophets , thirdly 
Teachers; and, leſt all God's people ſhould. uſurp theſe offices, which 
God by his Spirit hath made ſeparate and diſtinguiſhed, he adds, Are 
all Apoſiles ® are all Prophets © are all Teachers? If ſo, then were 
all the body one member, quite contrary to nature, and to God's 
Oeconomy. | | | 

And that this deſignation of diſtinct Chxrch-officers is for ever, S. Paul 
alſo affirms as expreſly as this queſtion ſhall need 3 He gave ſome Apoſtles, 
ſome prophets, and ſome  Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
vs igyr Naxories, for the work of the miniſtery , till we all arrive at the 
nity of faith, which as ſoon as it ſhall happen, then cometh the end. 
Till the end be, the i22w Naxwias, the work of the Miniſtery mult go for- 
wards, and is incumbent upon the Paſtors and Teachers; this is their 
work, and they are the miniſters, whom the holy Ghoſt deſigned. 

1. For, I conſider that either to preach requires but an ordizary or an 
extraordinary ability; if it requires an extraordinary,they who are illi- 
terate and unlearned perſons are the unfitteſt men in the world for it : 
if an ordinary ſufficiency will diſcharge it, why cannot they ſuppoſe the 
clergy of a competency, and ſtrength ſufficient to do that which an ordi- 
nary underitanding, and faculties can perform ? what need they enter- 
meddle with that, to which no extraordinary aſſiſtance is required ? or 
elſe why do they ſet their ſhoulder to ſuch a work, with which no 
ſtrength but extraordinary, is commenſurate ? in the firſt caſe it is need- 
leſs; in the ſecond it is uſeleſs; in both. vain and impertinent.: For ei- 
ther no man needs their helps or,if they did, they are very unable to 
help. 1amſure they are, if they be unlearned perſons 3 and if they be 
learned, they well enough know,that to teach the people, is not a power 
of ſpeaking, but is alſo an ad of juriſdiction and authority, and in 
which, order 1s,at leaſt, concerned in an eminent degree : Learned men 
are not ſo forward; and thoſe are moſt confident who have leaſt 
reaſon. Lo iT op 
. 2. Althoughas Homilies to the people are now uſed according to the 
ſmalleſt rate, many men more preach than ſhould, yet beſides that to 
preach prudently, gravely, piowſly, and with truth, requires more abilities 
than are diſcernable by the people, ſuch .! as make even a plain work 
reaſonable to wiſe men, and uſeful to their hearers, and acceptable to 
God ; beſides this, I ſay, the office of teaching is of larger extent than 
making Homilies,or ſpeaking prettily enough to pleaſe the common and 
undiſcerning auditors. They that are appointed to teach the people muſt 
Reſpondere de jure,Give account of their faith in defiance of the nume- 
rous armies of Heretikes 3 they muſt watch for. their flock, and uſe ex- 
cellent arts to arm them againſt all their weakneſſes from within, and 
hoſtilities trom without 3: they muſt ſtrengthen the weak, confirm the 
ſtrong, compole the ſcrupulous, ſatisfie the doubtful, and be. ready tu 
anſwer caſes of Conſcience ; and 1 believe there are not ſo little as 5000 
Caſes already ſtarted up among the Caſuiſts 3 and for ought I know, 
there may be 5000 times 500C., And —_ are ſome caſes of —_ 
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that concern Kings and kingdoms in the higheſt myſteriouſneſs, bath 
of State and Religion, and they alſo belong to Paſtors for the inter- 
eſts of Religion, and Teachers to determine or adviſe in. Ki;ues a3 
e yyiaus Ages gt ardewp Sic, £173 minus Woicug of'ores avoirrra; waotTeer » X94 wiy nai a 
ear brraiere w? dpezts, The Preachers were always Meſlengers be- 
tween Gad and men, being Mediators by their ſacrifices, and they were 
intereſted in their councels, an greater cauſes; And if religion can 
have influences into councels of Princes, and publick intereſt of king- 
doms, and that there can be any difficulty , latent ſenſes, intricacy of 
queſtion, or myſteriouſneſs in Divinity, it will be tound that there are 
other parts of the Preachers office, beſides making Homilies: and that 
when ſo great ſkill is required,it will not be eaſie to make pretences to 
invade it; unleſs a man cannot be anexcellent Lawyer without twenty 
years {kill and pra@tice, befides exceJlency of natural indowments, and 
yet can be an excellent Teacher and Guide in all caſes of Conſcience, 
meerly with opening his mouth, and rubbing his forehead hard. But 
God hath taken order that thoſe whom he hath appointed teachers of 
the people, ſhould make it the work and buſineſs of their lives, that 
they ſhould diligently attend to reading, to exhortation, and to doctrine, 
that they may watch over their flock, over whom the holy Ghoſt hath 
made them overſeers, The inconvenience that this diſcourſe is like to 
meet withal is, that it concerns thoſe men who are ſure not to under- 
ſtand it : for they that have not the wiſdom of Prophets and wiſe men, 
cannot eaſily be brought to know the degrees of diſtance between the 
others wiſdom and their own ignorance. To know that there is great 
learaing beyond us,is a great part of learning : but they that have the 
confidence in the midſt of their deepeſt ignorance to teach others, want 
both modeſty and underſtanding too, either, to perceive or to con- 
feſs their own wants: they never kiſſed the lips of the wiſe, and there- 
fore think all the world breathes a breath as fenny and mooriſh as them- 
ſelves. . 

2. Beſides, the conſideration of the ability that a ſeparate number of 
men ſhould be the teachers, and it. be not permitted promiſcuoully to 
every perſon of a confident language and bold fancy, is highly neceſ- 
ſary in the point of prudence and duty too. Of Prudence, becauſe there 
can be no ſecurity againſt all the evil dodrines of the world in a pro- 
miſcuous unchoſen company of Preachers. For if he be allowed the 
pretence of an extraordinary, he ſhall belie the holy Spirit, to couſen 
you, when he hath a mind to it : If you allow him nothing but an 
ordinary ſpirit, that is, abilities of art and nature; there cannot in ſuch 
diſcourſes be any compenſation for the dilorder, or the danger, or the 
ſchiſms, and innumerable Churches, when oze head and two members 
ſhall make a diſtin body, and all ſhall pretend to Chriſt, without any 
other common term of union. And this which is diſorder in the thing, 
is alſo diſþoroxrable to this part of religion; and the divine meſſages ſhall 
be conveyed to the people by common Cxrriers or rather meſſengers by 
chance, and as they go by; whereas God ſent at firſt Embaſſadors extra- 
ordinary, and then left his Leigers in his Church for ever. But there is 
alſo a duty too to be ſecured; for they that have the guiding of ſouls 
mult remember that they muſt be aizy» mHownarns, muſt render an account 5 
and that cannot be doze with joy, when it ſhall be indifferent to any man 
to ſuperſeminate what he pleaſe: and (by the way ) I ſuppole, they 
who are apt to enter into the Chair of Doctors and Teachers, "_—_ 
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be unwilling to be charged with a cure of fouls, If they knew' what 
that means, they would article more ſtrictly before they would ſtand 
charged with it; and yet it js harder to ſay that there is no ſuch thing 
as the cure of ſouls; that Chriſt left his flock to wander and to guide 


themſelves, or to find ſhepherds at the charges of accident and chance. 


Chriſt hath made a better proviſion, and after he had with the- greateſt 


earneſtneſs committed to S. Peter the care of feeding his lambs and 
ſheep, $. Peter did it carefully, and thought it part of the ſime duty 
to provide other ſhepherds, who ſhould alſo feed the flocks by a con- 
tinual proviſion and attendance z The Presbyters which are among you, 


Iwho alſo am a Presbyter exhort, feed the flock of God which is among * Per. ge1y2y 


Jou, own"rns iuclas, et por, doing the office of Biſhops over them, taking 
ſupravition or overſ#ght of them willingly and of a ready mind. The 
Preſbyters and Biſhops, they are to feed the flock, there was mivno a flock 
to be diſtinguiſhed trom the ay, the ſhepberds, the elders © div and 
the flock, among you, diltinguithed by a regular office of teaching, and a 
relation of ſhepherds and ſheep. 

But this diſcourſe would be nnneceſſary long, unleſs I ſhould omit 
many arguments, and contract thereſt, I onely ſhall deſire it be conli- 
dered, concerning the purpoſe of that part of divine providence, in gi- 
ving the Chriſtian Church Commandments concerning Provilions to be 


Is. 


made for the Preachers; Left the Elders that rule well have a double ho- 1 Tin.;s 


z04r, an elder brother's portion at leaſt, both of honour and mainte- 
nance, eſpecially if they labour in the word and doFrines and the reaſon 
is taken out of Moſes Law, but derived trom the -natural, .Bovi tritu- 
ranti non ligabis os, For God hath ordained that thoſe that labour inthe 
Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel. This argument will force us to diſtin- 
guilh perſons, or elſe our purſes will 3 and if all will have a right to 
preach the Goſpel that think themſelves able, then alſo they have a 
right to be maintained too. 

I ſhall adde no more,' 1. God hath defigned perſons to teach the 
people, 2. charged them with the care of ſouls, 3. given them com- 
miſhon 10 go into all the world, 4. given them gifts accordingly, 
5. Charged the people to attend and to obey, 6. hath provided them 
maintenance and ſupport, and 7, ſeparated them to reading, to exhor- 
tation, and to docrine from the affairs of this world, that they may at- 
tend to thele, by the careof the whole man. If any man in charity or 
duty will do any ghoſtly offices to his erring or weak brother, he may 
have a reward of charity : for in this ſenſe it is that Tertull:arn ſays, that 
in remote 3nd barbarous countreys the Laity do Sacerdotio al:quatenus 
fungi. but if he invades the publick chair, he may meet withthe curſe 
of Corah, if he intends maliciouſly; or it he have fairer, but miſtaken 
purpoles, the gentler ſentence paſſed upon Uzzah may be the worlt of 
his evil portion. 


SECT. IV. 


Inſtance next in the caſe of Baptiſm, which indeed hath ſome difii- 
I culty and prejudice paſſed upon it 3 and although it be put in the 
ſame Commiſſion , intruſted to the ſame perſons, bz a ſacred mint- 
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leparate nature, requires the folemnity of a diſtinct order of perſons 
for its miniſtration: yet if the laity may be admitted to the dilp« nſa- 
tion of ſo ſacred and ſolemn rites, there is nothing jn the calling of the 
Clergy that can diſtinguiſh them from the reſt of Gods people, but 
they ſhall be holy enough, tu diſpence holy offices without the Charges 
of paying honour and maintenance to others to do what they can do 
x 6. 11th | | | 

In oppoſition to which, I firſt conſider, that the ordinary miniſter of 
Baptiſm is a perſon conſecrated 3 the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors in 
the office Apoſtolica), and all thoſe that partake of that power; and it 
needs no other proof, but the plain production of the Commiſion ; 
they who are teachers by ordinary power, and authority, they alſo 
had command to baptize all nations: and baptiſm being the ſolemn 
rite of -nitiating diſciples, and making the firſt publick profeſſion of 
the Inſtitution, 1t is in reaſon and. analogy of the myſtery to be mi- 


niſtred by thoſe who were appointed to collet the Church, and make - 


Diſciples. It is as plain and decretory a Commiſſion, as any other my- 
Neriouſneſs of Chriſtianity 'z, and hath been accepted ſo for ever as 
the dodrine of Chriſtianity, as may appear in ® Jerativs, Þ Tertulliar, 
c$. Gelaſgws, dS. Epiphanims, and © S. Hierom; who affirm in variety of 
ſenſes, that Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacors onely are to baptize 3 ſome by 
ordinary right, ſome by deputation; of which I ſhall afterwards give 
account 3 But all the Jus ordinarium they intend to fix upon the Clergy 
according to divine inſtitution and commandment. So that in caſe lay- 
perſons might baptize x7 meimor, & I crdyum, upon urgent neceſſity, yet 
this cannot upon juſt pretence invade the ordinary miniſtery, becauſe 
God had diſpenſed the affairs of his Church,ſo that caſes of neceſlity do 
not often cccurr to the prejudice and diflolution of publike order, 
and miniſteries; and if permiſhons,being made to ſupply neceſſities, be 
brought further than the caſe of exception gives leave, the permiſſion is 
turned into a crime,and does greater violence to the rule,by how much 
it was fortified by that very exception, as to other caſes not excepted, 
And although in caſe of extreme neceſlity every man may preach the 
Goſpel,as to dying Heathens, or unbelieving perſons, yet if they do this 
without ſuch; or the like neceſſity, what at firſt was charity, inthe other 
caſe is ſchiſm and pridegthe two greateſt enemies to charity in the world. 
But now for the thing it ſelf, whether indeed any caſe of neceſlity 
can tranſmit to lay-perſons a right, of baptizing, it maſt be diſtin&ly 
confidered. Some ſay. it does. For Azanias baptized Paul, who yet 
(as it is ſaid) was net in holy Orders; and that the 3coo Converts at 
the firſt Sermon of S. Peter were all baptized by the Apoſtles, is not ea- 
fily credible, it being too numerous a body for ſo few perſons to 
baptizez and when Peter had preached to Cornelixs and his family, 
he cauſed the brethren that came along with him to baptize them ; 
and whether Hands had been impoſed on them or no, is not certain : 
And in purſuance of the inſtance of Azanias, and the other proba- 
bilities, the DcCtors of the Church have declared their opinions 2175, 
In caſes of neceſſity, a lay-perſon may baptize. So Tertullian in his book 
of Baptiſm, Alzoqui & Laicis jus eſt baptizandi. Quod enim ex £quo ac- 
cipitur,ex £quo dari poteff.. The reaſonis alfo urged by S.Hierom to the 
ſ.me purpole, onely requiring that the Baptizer be a Chriſtian, ſupp6- 
ſing whatſoever they have received they may alſo give but becauſe 
the reaſon concludes not, becauſe ( as themſelves believe) a eras 
- canno 
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cannot collate his Presbyterate, it muſt therefore reſt only upon their 
bare authority3 if it ſhall be thought ſtrong enough to bear the weight cr. ;-. 
of the contrary reaſons. And the Fathers in the Council of Eliberis de-- 
termined, Peregre navigantes, ant ff eccleſia in proximo non fuerit, z,fg-.1h. wn. 
poſſe fidelem , qui lavacrum ſuum integrum habet, nee ſit bigamus, bapti- < 14 
Sare in neceſſitate infirmitatis poſttum Catecumenumz ita ut fi ſupervixe- 
rit, ad Epiſcopum eum producat, ut per maniis impoſetionem proficere pojſit. 
The Synod, held at Alexandria under Alexander their Bilhop,approved 
the baptiſme of the children by 4thanaſias, being but a boy 3 and the 
Nicene Fathers ratitying the baptiſm made by hereticks ( amongſt whom 
they could not but know in ſome caſes, there was no true Prieſthood or 
legitimate ordination ) muſt by nece(lary conſequence ſuppoſe baptiſin 
to be diſpenſed eftectually by lay-perſons. AndS. Hieromeis plain, Bapii- | 
Zare, ſs neceſſrtss cogat, ſcimms etiam licere Laicisz the ſame almoſt with cas. muter 4: 
the Canon of the fourth Council of Carthage, Mnulier baptizare non pre- ſrc . dit. 
ſumat niſh neceſſitate cogente : though,by the way, theſe words of [ cogente — pa NY 
neceſſitate | are not in the Canon, but thruſt in by Gratiazand Peter Loxz- b 1b. 2. Contr. 
bard. And of the ſame opinienisS. Ambroſe, or he who under his name #7 Parmen. 
wrete the Commentaries upon the fourth tothe Epheſians, ® P. Gelafi us, © 125. 2 doh 
bS.Augnſtine,and © Iſ#dor,and generally all the Scholars after their maſter, * effic. 4- 
But againlt this doctrine were all the 4fricax Biſhops for about 150 4+ 
years 3 who therefore rebaptized perſons returning from heretical con- 
venticles 3 Becauſe thoſe heretical Biſhops being depoſed and reduced 
into Lay-communion, could not therefore collate baptiſm for thzir want 
of holy Orders : as appears in S. Baſpls Canonical Epiltle to Amphilochins 
where he relates their reaſon, and refutes it not. And however Firmi- 
liar and S. Cyprian might be deceived in the thinking hereticks quite loſt 
their orders; yet in this they were untouched, that although their ſup- 
polition was queſtionable, yet their ſuperſtructure was not medled with, 
viz. That it they had been Lay-perſons, their Baptizations were null 
an:} invalid. | 
| conteile, the opinion hath been very generally taken up in theſe aſt 5 
ages of the Church, and almoſt with a Nemine contradicente 3 the firſt 
ages had more variety of opinton: and I think it may yet be conſidered 
anew upon theold {tock. Fortince abſolutely, all the Church athxes rhe 
ordinary miniſt-ry of Baptiſm to the Clergy; if others do baptize, doe 
they lin, or dothey not lin? That it1s no fin, is exprelly affirmed in the 
15 Canon of Nicephorzs of C. P. If the own father baptizes the child, or 
any other Chriſtian man it isno ſin. *S, Auguſtine _ 4 
1s almoſt of another mind,& ſ/ Laicns wecejſitate com- ,;, aha bot hos beg 
pulſus baptiſmum dederit, neſcio an pie quiſquam vai et Bantiou 28 ig nai 
atx:rit , Baptiſmum efje repetendum: Nulli enim c0- SO dy worg dvfgers; popes & 
gente neceſſurate ſs fiat, alieni mmneris uſurpatio eſt; 7a. ' OOO. <*F 
7 autem neceſſitas urgeat, ant nallum, ant veniale de- | 
[iFumeſt. And of this minde are all they, whoby frequent uſing of that * £5. 2 - Contr. 
faying have made it almoſt proverbial, Fa&um valet, fieri non debet, If _— TI 
they do not (in, then women and Lay-men have as much right from Chriſt © 
to baprizc as Deacons or Prelbyrers 3 t hen they may upon the ſame ſtock 
and right doe it as Deacons doe, for ifa Biſhop was preſent it was not 
lawful tor Deacons, asis exprelly affirmed by S. 1gnatizs in his Epiſtle to 
Heron the Deacons and S. Epiphanius with the ſame words denies a 
jus baptizandi, to women and to Deacons, and both of them affirm it to bs ye ax. atv; 
proper to Bilhops, Further yet,Tertu/lian and S. Hierom deny a power to Lucifer, 
Preſbyters 
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Preſbyters to do it without Ep1 {copal diſpenſation.Now if Prelbyters and 
Deacons have this power only by leave and in certain caſes,then it is more 
than the women have : only that they are fitter perſons to be intruſted 
with the deputation)z a leſs neceſſity will devolve it upon Preſbyters than 
upon Deacons,and upon Deacons than Lay-men; and a lefle yet will caſt it 
upon Lay men thanwomer : and this ditterence is in reſpe&t of humane 
order and poſitive conſtitution, but in the nature of the thing according 
to this dodrine all perſons are equally receptive of it : And therefore to 
baptize is no part of the Graceof Orders, no fruit of the holy Ghoſt, but 
a work which may be done by all, and at ſome times muſt; and if baptiſm 
may, then it will be hard to keep all the other rites from the common 
inrudes, and then the whole office will periſh. | 

G But if Lay-perſons baptizing, though in caſe of neceſſity, do ſin, as 
: S. Auguſtine ſeems to ſay they doe, thenit is certain, Chriſt never gave 
them leave ſo much as by inſinuation 3 and then neither can the Church 
give leave 3 for ſhecan give leave for no man to ſin: and, beſides ſuch 
a deputation were to no purpoſe; Becauſe no perſon ſhall dareto do it, 
for evil isnot to be done, though for the obtaining the greateſt good : 
and it will be hard to ſtate the queſtion, ſo that either the child ſhall pe- 
riſh, or ſome other muſt periſh for it; for he that poſitively ventures upon 
a fin for a good end, worſhips God with a ſin, and therefore ſhall be 
thank'd with a damnation, if hedies before repentance 3 bur if the 
chi!d ſhall not periſh in ſuch caſe of not being baptized, then why ſhould 
2ny man break the rule of inſtitution, and it he ſhall periſh without bein 
baptized, then God hath affixed the ſalvation of the child upon the con- 
dition of another mans fin. 


”. 2. And indeed the pretence of caſes of neceſſity may doe much to- 
wards the exculing an irregularity in an exterior rite, though of divine 
Eurip. inſtitution, 735 @1«3«n55 abjarriow Cop'. But it will not be ealily proved 


that God hath made any ſuch neceſſities: it is certain that ſor perſons 
having the uſe of reaſon God hath provided a remedy that no lay-per- 
ſon ſhould have need to baptize a Catechumenz; for his votume or deſire 
of Baptiſm ſhall ſerve his turn. And it will be unimaginable that God 
bath made no proviſion for infants, and yet put it upon them in many 
caſes with equall neceſlity, which without breach of a divine inſtitution 

cannot be ſupplied. x 
3. 4. If a Lay-perſon ſhall baptize, whether orno ſhall the perſon bap- 
tized receive benefit, or will any more but the outward a be don ? for 
be coptivis That the Lay-perſon ſhall convey rem Sacramenti or be the miniſter of 
}aby/. c: deor= of ſacramental grace, is no where revealed in Scripture, and is againſt the 
7% Foot 7 Analogy otthe Goſpel ; for the verbume reconciliationis, all the whole mi- 
mweris ad Se- niſtery of reconciliation is intruſted to the Prieſt, Nobjs, ( ſaith S. paul) 
vatum Pragen- tg us who are Embaſſadors. And what difference is there, if caſes of ne- 
Miſs. o 02 ceility be preterded in the defect of other miniſteries, but that they 
ai, inl. de #* alſo may be invaded ? and caſes of necetiity may by other men alſo be 
7s Exccleſies numbered in the other Sacrament: and they have done ſoz and I know, 
who ſaid that no man muſt confecrate the Sacrament of the Lords ſupper 
but he that is lawfully called, except there be a caſe of neceſſity 5 and 
that there may be a caſe of neceſſity for the bleſſed Sacrament, there 
reeds no other teſtimony than the 2 Nicexe Council; which calls the Sa- 
crament 1n the article of death J:!1ayxa mny 52bd)g” viaticurm, the moſt ne- 
cellary proviſion for our journey: and if a lay-perſon Abſolves there 
is 28 Much promiſe of the validity of the one as the other, unleſs it ri 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, that there may be abſolute neceſiity of Baptiſm, but not ſo of Abſo> 
lution 3 which the maintainers of the other opinion are not apt to pro- 
fels. And therefore S. Augnſtize did not know whether baptiſm admi- 
niſtered by a lay-perſon be to be repeated or no 3 Neſcio ar pie quiſ- 
quam dixerit, he knew not 3 neither do I, But Simon of Thaſſalonica is 
confident #9 82mTiQnGi wi xaerloriar ixey No mar baptizes but he that is in 
holy orders, The baptiſm is null : Icannor fay ſo ; nor can I ſay, is» tens; 

Let it be received. Only I offer this to conſideration 3 If a Deacon 
can do no miniſterial a& with effect, but a lay-perſon may doe the ſame 

with effect upon the perſon ſuſcipient, What is that ſupernatural grace 

and inherent and indelible character which a Deacon hath received 

in his ordination? If a Deacon can doe no ſupernatural a& which 

were void and nnll if done by him that is not a Deacon, he hath no 

character, no ſpiritual inherent power: and that he is made the 

ordinary miniſter of it, is for order ſake - but he that can do the ſame 

thing, hath the ſame power and ability. By this ground a Lay-perſon and 

a Deacon ore not diſtinguiſhed by any inherent character, and therefore 

they who underſtand the ſpiritual powers and effects of ordination in the 

ſenſe and expreſſion of an inherenr and indelible chaarder, will finde 

ſome difficulty in allowing the effect of a lay-baptiſm. 

But I conſider that the inſtances of Scripture brought for the lawtulneſs 
of lay-adminiſtration, if they had no particular exceptation, yet are im- 
pertinent to this queſtion; for it 1s not with us pretended in any caſe to 
be lawfull, but in extream neceliity : And therefore, Saint Peters de- 
puting the bretheren who came with him to Corxelizs to baptize 
his family, is nothing to our pnrpoſe, and beſt anſwers it ſelf : for 
either they were of the Clergy, who came with them; or elſe layper- 
ſons may baptize by the right of an ordinary deputation, without a caſe 
of neceſſity; for here was none : Saint Peter might have done it him- 
ſelt. 
And as for 4nanias, he was one of the Seventy two: and ifthat be no- 
thing, yet he was called to that miniſtration about Paxl, as Paul him- 
ſelt was tothe Apoſtleſhip,even by an immediate vocation, and miſſion 
from Chriſt himſelf, And if this anſwer were not ſufficient ( as it is moſt 
certainly) the argument would preſs further than is intended : for 44a- 
niastells him, he was ſent to him that he might lay his hands on him that 
he might receive the holy Ghoſt. : andto do that, was more than Philip 
could doe; though he was a Deacon, and in as great a neceſſity, as this 
was : And yet beſides all this, this was not a cale of neceſlity , unleſſe 
there was never a Preſbyter or Deacon in all Damaſcus, or that God dur(t 
not truſt any of them with Pa#l,but only Azanzas, or that Paxl could not 
ſtay longer without baptiſm, as many thouſand converts did in deſcend- 


1ng ages. 


And for the other conjecture it is not confiderable at all: for the 


Apoſtles might take three or tour dayes time to baptize the three thou- 
ſand : there was no hurt done if they had ſtayed a week : the text inſinu- 
ates nothing to the contrary 5 The ſame day about three thouſand were ad- 
ded to the Churchithen they were added to the Church,that is, by vertue and 
efficacy of that Sermon, who it may be conlidered fome-while of S. Peters 
difſcourſe,and gave up their names upon mature deliberation and poſitive 
conviction, But it is not ſaid, they were baptized the ſame day; and yet it 
was not impoſſible for the twelve Apoſtles to do it in one day, if they had 


thought it reaſonable. 
For 
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For my own particular, I wiſh we would make no more neceſlities than 
God made. but that we leave the adminiſtration of the Sacraments to the 
manner of the firſt inſtitution, and the Clericall offices be kept within 
their cancells, that- no Lay-hand may pretend a reaſon to uſurp the 
ſacred Miniſtery: and ſince there can beno neceffitie for un baptized per- 
ſons of years of diſcretion, becauſe their deſire may ſupply them, it 
were well alſo if ourcharity would find ſome other way alſo, to under- 
ſtand Gods mercy towards infants; for certainly, he is moſt merciful and 
fullofpity to them alſo : and ifthere be no neglect. of any of his own ap- 
pointed miniſteries, ſo as he hath appointed them, methinks it were but 


reaſonable to truſt his goodneſs with the infants in other caſes : for it 


cannot but be a jeloufie anda ſuſpition of God, a not daring to truſt 
him, and an unreaſonable proceeding befide, that we will rather ven- 
ture to diſpenſe with divine inſtitution, than think that God will; orthat 
we {ſhould pretend more care of children than God hath : when we 
will break an inſtitution, and the rule of an ordinary Miniſtery of Gods 
appointing, rather thancaſt them upon God, as if God loved this ce- 
remony better than he loved the chijd; for fo it muſt be, if the 
child periſhed for want of it : and yet ſtill methinks according to ſuch 
doGrine, there was little or no care taken for infants for when God 
had -appointed a*miniſtery, and fixed it with certain rules and a proper 
deputation : in reaſon ( knowing in al! things elſe how mercifnll God is 
and full of goodneſs ) we ſhould have expected that God ſhould have 
given expreſle leave to have gone beſides the firſt circumſtances of the 
Sacrament, if he had intended we might or ſhould : and that he ſhould 
have told us ſo too rather than by leaving them faſt tyed without any 
expreſle caſes of exception, or markes of difterence, permit men to dil- 
pute and ſtand unreſolved between a caſe of Duty and a point of Chari- 
ty: for although God will have mercy rather than ſacrifice, yet when 
both are commanded,God takes order they ſhall never croſſe each 
other, and ſacrifice is to be preferred before mercy, when the Sacritlice 
is in the commandement, and the Mercy is not: as it isin the preſent 

ueſtion. And if it were otherwiſe in thiscaſe.yet becauſe God loves mer- 
cy ſo well, Why ſhould we not think, that God himſelf will ſhew this 
mercy to this Infant when he hath not expreſled his pleaſure that we 
ſhould do it ? We cannot be more mercifull than He is. 

T he Church of Erg/and hath determined nothing in this particular, 
thatT know of; onely when in the firſt. Liturgy of King Edward the 
fixt,a Rubrick was inſerted permitting Midwives to baptize in caſes of 
extrem danger, it was lefr out inthe ſecond Liturgies, which 1s at Jeſt 
an argument ſhe intended to leave the queſtion undetermined; if at leaſt 
that omiſſion of tae clauſe, was not alſoa rejection of the Article : Only 
this Epiphanins objects a gainſtthe Marcionites, and Tertullian againlt 
the Gzoſticks, that they did permit women to baptize : I cannot ſay 
but they made it an ordinary imployment , and a thing beſides the 
cale of neceſſity : I know not whether they did or no. But if they 
be permitted, it is conſiderable whither the example may drive : b Pe- 
tulans mulier que uſurpavit docere, an non utique & tingendi jus ſtbi pa- 
riet ? that I may turn Tertzll;ians Thelis into an Interogative, The wo- 
men uſurp the office of teaching, if alſo they may be permitted to bap- 
tize, they may 1m time arrogate and invade other miniſteries 3 or if 
they do not, by reaſon of the natural and political incapacity of their 
perfons, yet others may upon the ſame ſtock : for neceſſity conliſts not 
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in a Mathematical point, but hath latitude which may be expounded to 
incoavenience 5 1 that I fay truth and fear reaſonably, I need no 
other teftizmony than the Greek Church, for amongſt them a [us mp5: 


' pies) the abſence of the Prieſt is neceſſity enough for a women to bap- 


tizez forty lays c Gabriel Philadelphienſis. In the abſence of a Prieſt, 
a Chriſtian Laick may baptize, whether it be man or woman, cither may 
do itz and whether that be not only of danger in the ſequel, bur 
in it ſelf a very ditloJution of all diſcipline, I leave it to the Church 
of England to determine as for her own particular, that at leaftthe $4- 
crament be left 1ntirely to Clerical diſpenſation according to divine 
commandment. | 
One thing I offer to conſideration; that'fince the keys of the King- 
dome of Heaven be moſt notoriouſly and fignally uſed in Baptiſm, in 
which the Kingdom of Heaven the Goſpel,and all its promiſes, is opened 
to all believers, and though as certainly yet leſs principally ix reconci- 
ling penitents, and admitting them to the communion of the faichful z 
it may be of il! contequence, to let them be uſurped by hands to whom 
they were not conligned, Certain it is, $. Peter uſed his Keys , and o- 
pened the Kingdame of Heaven firſt, when he ſaid, Repent and be bap- 
tizedevery one of you inthe name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remſuon of ſins, 
and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. However as to the main 
woo! > we have not only the univerſal doctrine of Chriſtendom, but 
alſo expre(s authority and commithon in Scripture, ſending out Apoſtles 
and Apoſtolical men, perſons of choice and ſpecial deſignation to baptize 
all Nations, and toentertain them into the ſervices and ifiſtitution of the 


holy Jeſus. 


SECT. V; 


Shall inſtance but once more, but it 1s in the moſt folemn , ſacred and 
| divineſt myſtery in our Religion; that in which the Clergy in their 
appointed miniſtery do Haxoring woilier, ſtand between God and the people, 
and do fulfill a ſpecial, and incomprehenſible miniſtery, which tþe Angels 
themſelves do look into with admiration; to. which the people 1t they 
come without fear, cannot come without finz and this of ſo ſacred and 
reſerved myſteriouſneſs, that but few have dared to offer at with un- 
conſecrated hands : ſome have. But the Exchariſt is the fulneſs of all 
the myſteriouſneſs of our Religion; and the Clergy, when they otficiate 


c Tritt. ae 

[1-7ament; Caps 

a2 bapriſmg; 

an T9291 TH 

c ' 

dee W«z Q\bs Lo 

204 BamTi es 
: Az 15595 (- 

apr #7 -* 

CiLEV9E Lv TE 

Wn ag ,avls 

& PHP» 


I4. 


As 2. 395 


I, 


here, are moſt truly in the phraſe of Saint Paul, Diſpenſatores myſterio- © Cor, 4.1. 


rum Dei, diſpenſers of the great myſteries of the Kingdom. For (to uſe 
the words of Saint Cyprian )Jeſws Chriſt is our high Prieſt, and himſelf 


— 


become our ſacrifice which he finiſhed upon the Croſs in a real performance, Ad Czci'- 


D 


- : - I. 63. 
aud now in his office of Mediatorſhip makes interceſſion for us by a perpe- $; Tous h:4. 


tual exhibition of himſelf, of his own perſon in Heaven, which is a con- 
tirnal aFually repreſented argument to move God to mercy to all that be- 
lieve in, and obey the Holy Jeſwt. 


ftus dominus & 
De::5 noſt:r ipſe 
eſt ſummus ſa- 
cerdos Det Pa» 


tris of ſacrifi- 


ciim Patri ſ-ipſum 1 iumus obiulit , e# hot fieri in ſui commemorati-nem pracepit , utique ille ſacerdas vice Chriftt vere fungts 
tur,qui 1d quod Chriftus fecit z imitatur : (oy ſacrificium verum & plenum 11:36 offert in Becleſia Deo Patri, ſs incipiat rfferre [#+ 


Cundum quod ipſum ChriStum videat obtulifſe. 


C Now 


T be Divine inſtitution of 


Orar, 115 


Now Chriſt did alſo eſtabliſh a number of ſele& perſons, to be mi- 
niſters of this great Sacrifice, finiſhed upon the Croſs; that they alſo 
ſhould exhibit and repreſent to God (in the manner which their i.ord 
appointed them ) this ſacrifice, commemorating the a&ion and ſufſerins 
of the great Prieſt; and by way of prayers and impetration , offering up 
that action in behalf of the people, ini n dro Svoiaciaw wpamule; ms doerkes 
(as Gregory Nazianzen expreſſes it ) ſending up Sacrifices to be laid up- 
on the Altar in Heaven, that the Church might be truly united unto 
Chriſt their Head, and, in the way of their miniſtery, may do what he 
does in Heaven; for he exhibites the ſacrifice, that is, bimſelf, actual y 
and preſentially in Heaven : the Prieſt on earth commemorates the ſame, 
and by his prayers repreſents it to God in behalf of the whole Catholick 
Church; preſentially too, by another and more myſterious way of pre. 
ſence 3 but both Chriſt in Heaven, and his Miniſters on Earth do aQuate 
that ſacrifice,and apply it to its purpoſed deſign by praying to God in the 
yertue and merit of that ſacrifice; Chriſt himſelf, in a high and glorious 
manner; the Mizifters of his Prieſthood ( as it becomes Miniſters) hum- 
bly, ſacramentally, and according to the energy of humane advocation 
and interceſſion z This is the ſumme and great mylteriouſneſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, and is now to be proved. 

This is expreſ]y deſcribed in Scripture; that part concerning Chriſt 
is the doctrine of S. Paw/, who diſputes largely concerning Chriſt's 
Prieſthood; affirming that Chriſt is a Prieſt for ever; he hath therefore 
ax unchangeable Prieſthood , becauſe he continmeth for ever , and he lives 


for ever to make interceſſion for ws; this he does as Prieſt, and therefore 


Heb 5423,8c. It mult be by offering a Sacrifice, | for every high Prieſt is ordained to 
And8. ver. 2, offer Gifts and Sacrifices | and therefore 77 zs neceſſary he alſo have ſome- 


3; &Cc, 


thing tooffer , as long as he isa Prieſt, that 1s, for ever, till the conſum- 
mation of all things; ſince therefore he hath nothing new to offer, and 
ſomething he mult continually offer, it is evident, he offers himſelf as 
the medium, of advocation , and the. inſtance and argument of a pre- 
vailing interceſſion; and this he calls | a more excellent Miniſtery | and 
by it, Jeſws is a Miniſter of the SanFuary , and of the true Tabernacle, 
that is, He. as our high Prieſt officiates 1a Heaven, in the great othce 
of a Mediator, in the merit and power of his death and reſurrection. 
Now what Chriſt does always in a proper and moſt glorious manner, the 
Miniſterg of the Goſpel alſo do jn theirs: commemorating the Sacrifice 
upon the Croſs, giving thanks, and celebrating a perperual Euchariſt 
for it , and by declaring the death of Chriſt, and praying to God in the 
vertue of it, for all the members of the Church , and all perſons ca- 
pable; it is i» genere orationis a Sacrifice, and an inſtrument of propi- 
tiation, as all holy prayers are in their ſeveral proportions. . 
And this was by a precept of Chriſt; Hoc facite , Do this in rement- 
brance of me. Now this precept is but twice reported of, in the new 
Teſtament, though the inſtitution of the Sacrament, be four times. And 
it is done with admirable myſtery; to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral intereſts, 
and operations which concern ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians in their diſtin& 
capacities : S. Paul thus repreſents it 3 [ Take eat———This do in remem- 
brance of me plainly referring this precept to all that are to cat and 
drink the Symbols : for they alſo do in their manner exxrciate, declare, 
or repreſent, the Lords death till he come. And Saint Pax! proſecutes 
it with 1nſ{tructions particular to the zeurarivrec to them that do com- 
municate, as appears in the ſucceeding cautions againſt unworthy 
4 manducation, 
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manducation, and for due preparation to its reception. But S. Lxkere- 
ports it, plainly to another purpole,[ ad he took bread,and gave thanks, 
ebrake it,& gave it anto them, ſaying : This is my body which is given for 
you; Hoc facite,This] do in remembrance of me «| T his] cannot but relate 
to accepit, gratias egit, fregit, diſtribuit > Hoc facite. Here was no man- 
ducation expreſſed, and therefore Hoc facite concerns the Apoſtles in 
the capacity of Miniſters 3 not as receivers, but as Conſecrators and gz- 
verss and if the inſtitution had been repreſented in one ſcheme without 
this myſterious diſtinftion, and provident ſeparation of jmployment, we 
had been eternally in a cloud, and have needed a new lightto guide 
us; but now the Spirit of God hath done it in the very firſt fountains 
of Scripture. | | 

And this being the'great myſtery of Chriſtianity , and the only rema- 
nent Expreſs of Chriſt's Sacrifice vn earth , it 1s moſt conſonant to the 
Anal ogy of the myſtery, that this commemorative Sacrifice be preſent- 
cd by perſons as ſeparate, and diſtin@ in their miniſtery, as the Sactifice 
it (elf 1s from, and above the other parts of our Religion. 

Thus alſothe Church of God hath for ever underſtood. it, without any 
variety of ſenſe or doubtfulneſs of diſtinguiſhing opinions. It was the great 
excellency and ſecret myſtery of the Religion, to conſecrate and offer the 
holy Symbols and Sacraments : I ſhall tranſcribe a paſſage out of Juſtin 
Martyr giving the account of it to Antorinus Pixs 1n his Oration to him; 
and it will ſerve inſtead of many for it tells the Religion of the Chri- 
ſtians in this myſtery, and gives a full account of all the Ceremony. 


Tlavozyere TwI var Emu weyr piper Ted Teger an Ter dJiAgur der@ 441 mare? uSar® Kat Go et'am 
fin. in 
Apol, 2: 


2e4pzr@,vc, 5 When the prayers are done, then 1s brought tothe Pre- 
© {jdent of the Brethren i the Prieſt] the Bread, and the Chalice of 
© Wine mingled with Water; which being received, he gives praiſe and 
©olory to the Father of all things, and preſents them 1n the name of 
«the Son and the Holy Spirit,and largely gives thanks,that he hath been 
« pleaſed to give us theſe gifts: and when he hath finiſhed the prayers 
«and thankſgiving, all the people that is preſent, with a joyful accla- 
= mation, ſay Amren. Which when it is done by the Preſidents and 
© people, thoſe which amongſt us are called Deacons and Miniſters, 
« diſtribute to every one that is preſent, that they may partake of him, 
<« jn whom the thanks were preſented, the Euchariſt, Bread, Wine, and 
« Water; and may bear it to the abſent. Moreover this nouriſhment 
<« js by us called the Euchariſt, which it is lawful for none to partake, 
&< but to him who believes our Doctrine true, and is waſhed inthe Laver 
« for the remiſſion of ſins,and regeneration,and that lives ſo as Chriſt de- 
<« livered. For we do not take it as common bread,8: common drink; but 
« as by the word of God Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of the world was made 
«fleſh, and for our ſalvation ſake , had fleſh and bloud : after the ſame 
© manner alſo we are taught that this nouriſhment, in which by the prayers 
<« of his word , which is from him the food in which thanks are given, or 
«the conſecrated food by which our fleſh and bloud by mutation or 
© change are nourtſhed,is the fleſh and bloud of the incarnate Jeſus. Far 
<« the Apoſtles in their commentaries which they wrote, which arecalled 
«the Goſpels, ſodelivered, as Jeſus commanded. For when he had 
& given thanks and taken Bread, he ſaid, Do this in remembrance of me z 
« This is my body; And likewiſe takingthe Chalice, and having given 
« thanks, he ſaid, [| This is my bloud,)and that he gave it to themalone.} 
This one Teſtimony I reckon as ſufficient : who pleaſe to ſee more, may 

C 2 obſerve 


6s 


T he Drvine inſtitution of 
> Hoi 14 obſerve the tradition full, teftified and intire, in ® Jenatizs, » Clemens 
Trallian. Romanws , or whoever wrote the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions in his name, 
b Lib. '» 631 | Tertullian, a S Cyprian, © S. Athanaſims, t Epiphanizs, , S. Baſl, 


& lib. $. cult. C ; : ; 
— De preſcript. b S. Chryſoſtome (almoſt every where,) i S. Hierom, k S. angnſtine; and 
d 1ib.1. Wn. indeed we cannot look in vain, into any of the o1d writers : The ſumme 
4 4% 3 of whoſe dofrine in this particular, I ſhall repreſent in the words of the 
© Apol. 2. cam moſt ancient of them, S. 7gnatiws, ſaying, That he is worſe than an Infi- 
de Iſchria ra- . | ; 

= wo mes Ae that offers to officiate about the holy Altar, unleſs he be a Biſhop or a 
eum calice ſa» FF zeſt . 7 R 

cro uti non potwiſſe, t Hereſ. 79. g Leb. 2. de bapt. c. 8. h Lib. 3. & 6. de ſacerd. Howtl. 5.1. & $3.in Matth, & Hom. 6. ad 
pop. Antioch. 1 Contr. Lucifer. & Ep. 1. ad Helidor. (5 85: ad Evagrium (5 ad Hedito. 1 5s 9. 24 k Lib. 20. de Civ. c. 10, 


9. And certainly , he could upon no pretence have challenged the Ap- 
pellative of Chriftiar, who had dared either himſelf to invade the ho- 
ly Rites within the Chancels , or had denyed the power of celebrating 
this dreadful myſtery to belong only to ſacerdotal miniſtration. For 
either it is ſaid to be but common Bread and Wine, and then, if that 
were true, indeed any body may miniſter it 3 but then they that ſay ſo, 
are blaſphemows, they count the bloud of the Lord n«& ya ts duavinng, (as S, 
Paul calls it , in imitation of the words of inſtitution) the bloud of the 

Heb, 1c+209, Covenant, or New Teſtament, a prophane or common thing they diſcern 
not the Lord's body; they know not that the Bread that is broken is 
the communication of Chriſt's body : But if it be a holy, ſeparate, or di- 
vine and myſterious thing , whocan make it ( miniſterially, I mean) and 
conſecrate or ſublime it from common and ordinary Bread , but a con- 
ſecrate, ſeparate, and ſublimed perſon ? It 1s to be done either by a na- 
tural power, or by a ſupernatural. A natural cannot hallow a thing in 
order to God; and they only have a ſupernatural , who have derived 
it from God, in order to this miniſtration 3 who can ſhew that they are 
taken up into the lot of that Deacon-ſhip, which is the type and repre- 
ſentment of that excellent miniſtery of the zrue Tabernacle where Jeſus 
himſelf does the ſame thing, in a higher and more excellent manner. 

8. This is the great Secret of the Kingdom , to which in the Primitive 
Church, many who yet had given up their names to Chriſt by deſigna- 
tion, or ſolemnity were not admitted , ſo much as to the participation 
as the Catechumeni , the Audientes, the Penitentes, Neophytes, and Chil- 
dren : and the miniſtery of it was not only reſerved for ſacred perſons, 
but alſo performed with ſo much myſterious ſecrecy, that many were 
not permitted ſo much as to ſee. This is that Rite , in which the Prieſt 
intercedes for , and bleſſes the people; offering in their behalf, not only 
their prayers, but applying the Sacrifice of Chriſt to their prayers, and 
repreſenting them with glorious advantages, and titles of acceptation, 
which becauſe it was ſo excellent, celeſtial, ſacred, myſtical aud fo perna- 
tural it raiſed up the perſons tooz that the winiſterial Prieſthood in the 
Church , might, according to the nature of all great imployments, paſs 

9. an excellency and a value upon the Miniſters. 

| And therefore according to the natural reafon of Religion , and 
the devotion of all the world, the Chriſtians, becauſe they had the 
greateſt reaſon ſo todo, did honour their Clergy with the greateſt ve- 
neration and eſteem. Tt is without a Metaphor, regale Sacerdotinm, a 
royal Prieſthood, fo S. Peter 3 which although it be ſpoken in general 
of the Chriſtian Church, and, in an improper large ſenſe, is verified of 
the people3 yet it is {o to be expounded, as that parallel place of the 
Exod. 19. 3 Booksof Moſes, from whence the exprefiion is borrowed , Te ſhall be 4 
| | | Kingdom 


x Per. 2, 9* 
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Kingdom of Prieſts, and an holy ination; which plainly by the ſenſe and 
Analogy of tne Moſatk Law, ignifies a Nation bleſſed by God with 
Rites and Ceremonies of a ſeparate Religion; 4 Kingdom,in which Prieſts 
are appointed by God, 4 Kingdom, in which nothing is more honou- 
rable than ihe Pr ieithood; tor it is certain, the Nation was famous in 


all the world, for an honourable Prieſthood 3 and yet the people were 


not Prieſts in any ſenſe , but of a violent Metaphor. And therefore 
the Chriſtian Miniſtery having greater priviledges, and being honoured 
with attrectation of the body and bloud of Chriſt , and offices ſerving 
to a better Covenant , may with greater argument be accounted excel- 
lent, honourable, and royal; and all the Church be called 2 royal Prie(t- 
hood, the denomination being given to the whole, from the moſt ex- 
cellent partz becauſe they altogether make one body under Chriſt the 
head , the medium of the union being the priefFs, the collectors of 
the Church, and inſtrument of adunation ; and reddendso fingula ſingu- 
lis, dividing to each his portion of the expreſlion; the people 1s 4 
peculiar people, the Clergy a holy Priethood- and all in conjuntion, 
and for ſeveral excellencies a choſen Nation : ſo that Garineuy is:grwus 
1s the ſame with facing izegrwua, the Prieffhood of the Kingdom , that is, 
the miniſtery of the Goſpel : for in the new Teſtament, the Kingdom 
ſignifies the Goſpel - and &zoiar®- is the ſame with tvayymnuxic, Kingly is of, 
or belonging to-the Goſpel : for therefore it is obſervable, it is not #zo111u47 
but Segiawor rgiroue, not Well rendered by the vulgar Latine regale (a- 
cerdotium ; as if Kingly were the Appellative or Epithete of this Prieſt- 
hood; itis regizm, a Prieſthood appertaining to the Kingdome of the 
Goſpel; and the Prieſt being enumerated diſtinctly from the people, 
the prieits of the Kingdome, and the people of the Kingdome , are all holy 
and choſen; but in their ſeveral manner: the Prieſtsof the Kingdome 
thoſe , the people of the Kingdome, theſez to bring or deſign a ſpiritual 
Sacrifice, the Prieit to offer it; or altogether to ſacrifice; the Prieſt 
by his proper Miniſtery, the people by their aſſent, conjunQion and aſlt- 
ſtance, choſento ſerve God, not only in their own forms, but under the 
miniſtrations of an honourable Prieſthood. 

And in all the deſcent of Chriſtian Religion it was indeed honourable, 
5 wiv ieggourn TEA mu 6H The yBs, Tekiv 4 Grace viny $541 Tay uanuy, ſaith Saint Chry- 
ſoſtome, the Chriſtian Prieithood does its miniſtery and is perfeFed on 
earth, but hath the beauty, order, and excellency of the heavenly hots : 
ſo that I ſhall not need to take notice of the Lamina axrea which Poly- 
crates reports S. John to have worn in token of his ropal Prie#Fhood WP" 
wreath of Gold; (lo alſo did Saint James Biſhop of Jeruſalem, as Saint 
Hierom and Epiphanius report ) nor the exemption of the Clergy from 
Tribute, their authority with the people, their great donatives and 
titles of ſecular advantage, theſe were accidental to the Miniſtery, 
and relyed uponrhe favour of Princes , and devotion of the people; 
and if they had been more , yet are leſs than the honours God had 
beſtowed upon it 3 for certainly, there is not a greater degree of pow- 
cr in the world , than 70 remit and retain ſins, and to conſecrate the $a- 
cramental Symbols into the myſteriouſneſs of Chriſts body and bload; 
nor a greater honour , than that God in Heaven ſhould ratifie what the 
Prieſt does on earth; and ſhould admit him to handle the Sacrifice of 
the world, and to preſent the ſame which in Heavea is prefeated by 
the eternal Jeſus. 
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So Gregory Nazianzen deſcribes the honour and myſteriouſneſs of the 
Prieſt's power : They miniſter the ſpiritual and unbloudy re acrifice;they'are 
honourable Guardians of ſouls, they bear the work of God in their hands. 
And S. Hierom ſpeaking of theſe words of S. Pant, I am ordained a Prea- 
cher and an Apoſtle : 9uod Paulus ait, [ Jpoſtolus Jeſu Chriſti] tale mihi vi. 
detur quaſs dixiſſet,PrefeFus pretorio Auguſti Caſaris, Magiſter exercitus 
Tiberii Imperatoris. And a little after, Grandem inter Chriſtianos ſibi 
oiudicans dignitatem, Apoſtolorum ſe Chriſti titulo prenotavit, ut ex 7pſa 
lefuros nominis autharitate deterreret , indicans omnes qai [on crede- 
rent, debere eſſe ſebi ſubjeFos. And therefore S. Chryſoſtome ſays, it is 
the trick of Hereticks, not to give to Biſhops titles of their eminency and 
honour, which God hath vouchſafed them : U# Dzabolus, ita etiam qui- 
libet facit hereticus vehementiſſumus in tempore perſecutionis, loquens 
cum Pontifice, nec enm vocat Pontificem , nec Archiepiſcopum , nec Reli- 
gioſſſrmum, nec ſanFum, ſed quid? Reverentia tua &#c. nomina illi a4- 
ducit communia , cjus negans authoritatem + Diabolus hoc tunc fecit in 
Deo : It is xa0agn4 mit and Narumw, A ſeparating and purifying order of 
men, ſo Dionyſins calls it : but Nazianzer ſpeaks greater and more glori- 
ous words yet, and yet What is no more than a ſober truth : for he calls 
the Prieſt wv wer) dy yiavy engouerer, nas ptr? dpyayyinor Nofatorra, vai Bhi m Gow Jone- 
ce401 dpamige þapra ms IvTiag nai Kay cvriegiucurra , Xal 75 Will ov UTHY, I80p Empreroy, xa} 
S$conuſomra* He ſtands with Angels, and is magnified with Archangels ; 
he jends Sacrifices to a celeſtial Altar , and is conſecrated in the Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt, a divine perſon, and an inſtrument of making others ſo 
700. I ſhalladd no more as to this particular. The expreſs precepts of 
God in Scripture are written in great characters, there is a double honour 
to be given to the Eccleſiaſtical Rulers. Aulers that allo l[ibour rn the 
word and dofrine: There 1s obedience due to them, obedience in all 
things, and eſtimation,and love, waig * aiewo?, very abundantly; eſteem 
ſuch very highly for their works ſake 3 4 communicating to them in all 
good things; and their offices are deſcribed to be great, ſeparate, buſie, 
eminent and profitable, they are Anlers , Preſkdents, ſet over us in the 
Lord, taking care for us, labouring in doGrine, ſpiritual perſons, reſtorers 
of them that were overtaken in a fault , curates of ſouls, ſuch as muſt give 
an acconnt for them, the ſalt, the light of the world, ſhepheards; and much 
more, ſignifying work, and rule, and care, honour. But next to the 
words of Scripture, there can no more be ſaid concerning the honour of 
the ſacred order of the Clergy , than 1s ſaid by Saint Chryſoſtome in his 
books De ſacerdotio, and Saint Ambroſe, De dignitate ſacerdotali 5 and 
no greaterthing can be ſuppoſed communicated to men than to be the 
Miniſters of God, in the great conveyances of grace, and inſtruments 
of God in the pardon of tins, 'in the conſecration of Chriſt's body and 
bloud, in the guidance and conduct of ſouls. And this was the ſtile of 
the Church, calling Biſhops and Prieſts according to their reſpeQtive ca- 
pacity, Stewards of the grace of God, leaders of the blind, a light of 
them that ſit in darkneſs, inſiru@ors of the ignorant , teachers of babes, 
ſtars in the world, amongſt whom ye ſhine as lights in the world , and that 
1s Scripture too Stars in Chrift's right hand, Jights ſet upon the Can- 
dic{ticks : And now ſuppoſing theſe premiſes, if Chriſtendome had ar 
pal 
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paid proportionable eſteem to them, they had neither known how to 


value Religion, or the myſteries of Chriltianity, Bur that all Chriſten- 
dome ever did pay the greateſt reverence to the Clergy and religious 
vencration , is a certain argument that in Chriſtian Religion the diſtin- 
ion of the Clergy from the Laity, is ſuppoſed as a precognitum, a prin- 
ciple of the inſtirution. I end this with the words of the ſeventh Ge- 
neral Council : 7t is manifeſt to all the world , that in the Prieſthood, 
there is order and diſtinion; and to obſerve the Ordinations and Eledi- 


ons of the Prieſthood with ſiridneſs and ſeverity, is well pleaſing to God. 


SECT Tm 


hood, which before was very ambulatory, and dif pen- 

ſed into all Families , but ever officiated by the Major domo, 
God gives the power, and deſigns the perſon. And therefore Moſes 
conſecrated Aaron, agitatws a Deo conſecrationis Principe, ſaith Dionyſius, 
Moſes performed the external rites of delignation , but God was the 
conlecrator » Tab 627A TAGEN ef gXihas ETEAEOIE oy unTR Ve THAemapy 1 G89. Moſes 
appointed Aaron to the Prieſthood , and gave him the Order , but it was 
ouly as the Miniſter and Deputy of God, under God the chief conſecrator. 
And no man taketh upon him this honour, but he that was called of God, as 
ws Aaron, laith S. Pan. For inevery Prieſthood , God deligned and 
appointed the Miniſtery , and collates a power, or makes the perſon 
oracious: either gives hima ſpiritual ability of doing ſomething which 
uthers have not, or if he be only imployed in praying and preſenting 
Sacritices of Beaſts for the-people 3 yet that ſuch a perſon ſhould be ad- 
mitted to a nearer addreſs, and in behalf of the people, muſt depend 
upon God's acceptation, and therefore upon divine conſtitution : for 
there can be no reaſon given in the nature of the thing, why God will 
accept the intermediation of one manfor-many , or why this man, more 
than another, who poſſibly hath no natural or acquired excellency be- 
yond many of the people, except what God himſelf makes, after the 
conſtitution of the perſon. It a ſpiritual power be neceſſary to the mi- 
niſtration, it is certain, none can give it but the fountain and the principle 
of the Spirits emanation. Or if the graciouſnels and aptneſs of the per- 
ſon be required,that alſo being arbitrary, preternataral and choſen, muſt 
derive from the divine election : For God cannot be preſcribed unto by 
us, whom he ſhall hear,and whom he ſhall entertain ina more immediate 
addreſs, and freer entercourſe. 

And this is divincly taught us by the example of the high Prieſt him- 
ſelf : who, becauſe he derived all power from his Father, and all his 
oraciouſneſs and favour , in the office of prieſt and Mediator, was alſo 
perſonally choſen and ſent , and took not the horony but as it deſcended 
on him from God, that the hozoxr and the power, the ability, and the 
miniſicry, might derive trom the ſame fountain. Chris? did not glori- 
fre himſelf to become high Priesf. Honour may be deſerved by our ſelves, 
but always comes from others : and becauſe no greater honour thazz to be 


ordained for men in things pertaining to God, every man muſt ſay as 
. one 


k S ſoon as God began to conſtitute a Church, and fix the Prieſt- 


Cai. x4 - 

077 TULIS $1» 
FEALTEUi 683 

& 1*89T vpp % 
FUTY «21 Fn: 
AGÞ %, G7 13 & 
&*Pi"tig Jigs 
TESap TUG TiS 
Isc0T% rus £/- 
Xeuginoers fecg 
ESLy £9272507% 


Ecclefe Hite 
yarch. 


Diony/. ibid, 


Hcb: 99 99 


+. Site 


T be Divine inſtitution of 


our bleſſed High Prieſt ſaid of himſelf : 1f 1 honour my ſelf, my honour is 
rothing © it s God that honoureth me: For Chriſt being the tountain of 
Evangelical Miniſtery, is the meaſure of our diſpenſations, and the 
Rule of Eccleſiaſtical Oeconomy : and therefore we muſt not arropate 
any power from our ſelves, or from a leſs authority than our Lord and 
Maſter did : and this is true and neceflary in the Goſpel, rather than in 
any Miniſtery or Prieſthood that ever was, becauſe of the collation of 
ſo many excellent and ſupernatural abilities which derive from Chriſt 
upon his Miniſters, in order to the work of the Goſpel]. | 


S* And the Apoſtles underſtood their duty in this particular, as jn all 3 

things elſe 3 for when they had received all this power from above, they [ 

were careful to confign the truth, that although it be «f$onin nt, it is 2 

Y6excear, 4 divine grace in a humane miniſiery, and that although &x5 2 

»EuX0As «256 mer nalimm Yet tr jauvny mis Ty mui acuCere, that Is, He that is ordained 
Heb. 5. by men , yet receives his power from God; not at all by himſelf; and from 


20 man as from the fountain of his power : And this, I ſay, the Apoſtles 
AaQs1. 2 werecareful to conſign inthe firſt inſtance of Ordination in the caſe of 
Matthias. Thou Lord, ſhew which of theſe two, thou hait choſen : God 
was the EleCtor, and they the Miniſters; and this being at the firſt be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity , in the very firſt deſignation of an Eccleſiaſtical ; 
perſon, was of ſufficient influence into the Religion for ever after; and 3 
taughtus to derive all clerical power from God 3 and therefore by ſuch 4 
means and Miniſteries which himſelf hath appointed, but in no hand to 
be invaded, or ſurprized in the entrance, or polluted in the execution. 


4. This deſcended in the ſucceſſion of the Churches doGrine for ever. 3 
Receive the Holy Gho#F, ſaid Chriſt to bis Apoſtles, when he enabled 3 
them with PrieSHy power; and S. Paulto the Biſhops of 4ſea ſaid , The A 


| . Holy Ghoit hath made you Biſhops or Overſeers; becauſe ns mortal man, no 
_—_— * Angel, or Archangel, nor any other created power , but the Holy Ghoit 
Suippenon alone hath conſtituted this Order , ſaith S. Chryſoſtome. And this very 
notals 4uP! thing , beſides the matter of fa@t , and the plain donation of the power 
uy _— by our bleſſed Saviour, is intimated by the words of Chriſt other-where; 
gelus, non alia Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Vineyard, that be will ſend Labourers into 
guevis me. 915 HarvesF, Now his miſſion 1s not only a deſigning of the perſons, but 
yas ky enabling them with power 3 becauſe he never commands a work, but he 
ordinem ejuſ= gives abilities to its performance: and therefore ſtil in every deſignation 
not d119/4%* of the perſon , by whatever miniſtery it be done, either that miniſtery 

is by God conſtituted to be the ordinary means of conveying the abili- 

ties, orelſe God himſelf miniſters the grace immediately. It muſt of ne- 


cellity come from him ſome way or other. 
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' James1, 153, Saint James hath adopted it into the Family of Evangelical truths ; 
| nar Jo gape Tar, and therefore mr Sutnue rrwwntdy , Every perfed# gift , and 
therefore every perfeFing gift, which inthe ſtile of the Church is the gift 

of Ordination , 1s trom above, the gifts of perfeCting the perſons of the 

Hierarchy, and miniſtery Evangelical ; which thing is further intimated 

2 Cor, 1.21. Þy Saint Paul. Now he which ſtabliſheth ws with you [iuXesiv] in order 

to Chriit | and Chriſtian Religion | is God, and that his meaning 

be underſtvod concerning the &Caingr Amoany of eſtabliſhing him 

in 


o 


the Office Miimiiterial. . 'Y Py 


in the miniſtery, he addes w# xgivas inas6 bibs and he which anointeth us is ver, 12, 
God, and hath ſealed us with an earneſt of his Spirit | undtion | and 
confignation | anal eſtabliſhing by the holy $pirit : the very tile of the 

Church for Ordination 72» 5 mn 3ogp13c05 6 bis, it was ſaid of Chriſt, Hime 1ohn. <. 25, 
hath the Father ſealed, that is, ordained him, the Prieſt and Prophet of ,.,_._- 
the world, and this he plainly ſpoke as their 4poſile and preſident in Re- + aA 
ligion, Not as Lords over your faith, but fellow-workers; he {pake of him- 3s »iies, , 
ſelf and Ti2z9thy, concering whoſe Mimltery in order to them, he now = ova 
g1v eSaccount : 2: xyioacs ff; and apgayiodui®r 5 Jiis, God anoints the Prieſt, TO 
and God conftgner him with the holyGhoſt;that is the prizcipale queff tum, 

that is the main queſtion. | 

And therefore the Authorof the Books of Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy,giv= 5, 
ing the rationale of the Rites of Ordination, ſayes that the prieſt is made 
ſos vfjpnov by way of proclaiming and publication of the perſon, ſigni- On 3 e:a49; 
fying, That the holy man that conſecrates, is but thee:proclaimer of the legorrAigne 
divine eleFion, but not by any humane power or proper grace does he 1 13. 4... 
give the perfect gift and confecrate the perſon. And * Nazianten, x1  Heprag 
ſpeaking of the rites of Ordination hath this expreiſhion, with which the _ aures 
divine grace z proclaimed: (And Billizs renders it il} by ſuperinvocatur.) ENory 

{4% 
He makes the puwer of confecration to be declarative; which indeed js !%5,*ni riv 
a leſſer expreſfionof a fuller power, but it fignifiesas much as the whole 7; 2%” 

, C ; PITT 
comes to; for it muſt mean, God does tranſinit the grace | at | or [65 ] InOrat. in lau- 
or [ in ]the exteriour miniſtery,and the Miniſter is | *«q«rropmis 4 declarer } en [4 paris. 
not by the word of his mouth, diſtin from the work of his hand : But _— 
by the -iniſtery, he declares the work of God, then wrought in the per- woig exe 
ſon ſuſcipient- And thus in abſolution the Prieſt declares the a& of ****/"r*e% 
Gad pardoning, not that he is a Preacher only of the pardon upon  . 
certain conditions, but that he is not the prixcipal agent, but by his mini- Ter an 
ſtery declares and miniſters the etfect and work of God. And this-in- "RE 
terpretation 1s clear, inthe inſtance of the bleiſed Sacrament, where not 7m. Is 
only the Prieſt but the people do zarayyines declare the Lords death, not 
by a Homily, but by vertue of the myſtery which they participate, 

And in the inſtance of this preſent queſtion, the conſecrator does 
declare power to deſcend from God upon the perſon to be or- 
dained. 

But thus the whole ation being but a miniſtery, is a declaration of $6. 
the effectand grace of Godrvouchſafing; anJ] b2:auſe God does it not 
immediatly. and alſo becauſe ſuch effects are inviſible and ſecret operati- 
ons, God appointing an external rite and miniſtery, does it, that the 
private working of the Spirit may become as perceived as itcan be,that is, 
that it may by ſuch rites be declared to all the world what God is doing, 
and that men cannot do it of himſelf z and beſides the reaſonableneſs of 
the thing, the very words in the preſent allegation do to this very ſenſe 
expound themſelves - for izgerropnus ir7 and 3x ig xepm,are the ſame thing, 
and expreſſive of each other ; the conſecrator declares, that is, he doth. 
not do it by collation of his own grace of power, but the grace of God 
and power from above; 

And this dodrine we read alſo in $. Cyprian towards the end of his 
Epiſtle to Cormelins : #t Dominus qui Sacerdotes ſibi in Eceleſta ſua elige- 
re & conſtituere diguatar, elettos quoque& conſtitutos ſua voluntate at-- 
= opitulatione tzeatur : It is a good, prayer of Ordination, | that the- 
ord who vouchſafes to chuſe and conſecrate Prieſts in his Church, 


would alfo be pleaſed by his aid and grace to defend them whom he 
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hath 
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hath ſo choſen and appointed | Homo manum imponit, & Deus largitur 


De dign't: Sc* or atiam : Sacerdos imponit ſupplicem dextram,Dens benedicit potenti dex- 


crcs., & in 
(01,18.4t- in I. 


tra. faith Saint Amtbroſe,Man impoles his handbut God gives the grace: the 


Tew.c. 2.-in Biſhop layes on his hand-of Prayer,andGod blefles with his hand of power. 


x Core12, in 
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The effe@ of this diſcourſe is plain 5 the grace and powers that enable 
men to miniſter inthe myſteries of the Goſpel is ſo wholly from God, 
that whoſoever aſſumes it without Gods warrant, and beſides his way , 
miniſters with a vain, ſacrilegious, and izeffeFive hand, ſave only that 
he diſturbs the appointed order, and does himſelf a miſchief. 


SECT. VI: 


Goſpel, ſtewards of all its myſteries, the Light, the Salt of the 

earth, the Shepherd of the flock, Curates of ſouls; theſe are 
their offices, or their appellatives ( which you pleaſe ): for the Clericall 
ordination is no other but a ſan@ification of the perſon iz both ſenſes; 
that is, 1. A ſeparation of him to do certain myſterious ations of religi- 
on : which is that ſanCtification by which Jeremy, and S. Fohr the 
Baptiſt were ſantified from their mothers wombs. 2. lt is alſo a ſandi- 
fication of the po by the increaſing or giving reſpeCtively to the 
capacity of the ſuſcipient, ſuch graces as make the perſon meet to ſpeak 
to God, to pray for the people, to handle the myſteries, and to have 
influence vpon the cure. 


B: this ordination the perſons ordained are made miniſters of the 


The firſt ſandification of a deſignation of the perſon 3 which muſt 


ot neceſiity be ſome way or other by God : becauſe it is a neerer approach 
to him, a miniſtery of his graces, which without his appointment, a man 
muſt not, cannot any more do, than a meſſenger can carry pardon to a 
condemned perſon, which his Prince never fent. But this ſeparation of 
the perſon, is not only a naming of the man, (* for ſo farthe ſeparation 
of the perſon may be previous to the ordination : for ſo it was in 
the ordinations of Matthies,and the ſeven Deacons; The Apoſtles-ionze avs 
they appointed two, before God choſe by lot ; and the whole Church 
choſe the ſeven Deacons before the Apoſtles impoſed hands; ) but the 
ſeparation, or this firſt ſanCtification of the perſon, is a giving him a 
power to doe ſuch offices, which God hath appointed tobe done to 
him, and for the people, which we may clearly fee and underſtand in the 
inſtance of Job and his friends : For when God wonld be intreated in 
behalf of Eliphaz and his companions, he gaveorder that Fob ſhould 


make the addreſſe; Go to my ſervant, he ſhall pray for you, and him will 1 


accept 3 this ſeparation of a perſon for the offices of advocation, is the 
ſame thing which I mean by zhis firſt ſan@ification, God did it, and 
gave him a power and authority to go to him, and put him into 
a place of truſt and favour about him, and made him a miniſter 
of the ſacrifice, which 1s a power and eminency above the perſons for 
whom he was to ſacrifice, and a power orgrace from God to be in neer- 
neſſe to him. ThisI ſuppoſe to be the great argument for the neceſſity 
of ſeparating a certain order of men for eccleſiaſtical miniſteries, : And 
it relies upon theſe propoſitions. 1; All power of ordination deſcends 


from © 


the Office Vitniterml, 


from God, and he it is who ſanifies and ſeparates the perſon. 2. The 
Prieſt by God is ſeparate to be the gratious perſon to ſtand between 
him and'the people. 3. Heſpeaks the word of God, and returns the 
prayers and duty of the people, and conveyes the. bleſſings of God, by his 
prayer, and by his miniſtery. So that although every Ghriitian muſt 
pray and may be heard, yet there is a folemn perſon appointed to pray 
in publick : and though Gods ſpirit 1s given to all that ask it, andthe 
promiſes of the Goſpel are verified to all that obey the Goſpel of Jeſus, 
yet God hath appointed facraments and ſolemnities, by which the 
promiſes and bleſkngs are miniſtre$ more folemnly, and to greater 
effeds. All the ordinary devotionsthe people may doe alone ; the ſolezey, 
ritual and publick, the appointed Minitter only muſt do. And if any 
man ſhall ſay,becauſe the Prieſt's miniftery is by prayer, every man can 
doit, and fo, no need of him ; by the, ſame reaſon he may ſay alfo 
that the Sacraments are unneceſlary, becauſe the ſame effe&t which 
they produces is alſo in ſome degree the reward of a private piety and 
devotion. But the particulars are tobe further proved and explicated as 
they need. 

Now what for illuſtration of this Article I have brought from the in- 
ſtance of Job, is true in the miniſters of the Goipel, with the (uperaddi- 
tion of many degres of eminency. But ſtill zz» #he ſame kind, for the 
power God hath given is indeed wiſticall; but itis not like a power 
operating by way of natural or proper operation; it is not vs but facul- 
tas, not an inherent quality that iſſues out actions by way of dirett ema- 
nation, like natural or acquired habits, but it is a grace or favour done 
to the perſon, and a qualification of him 7 gexere politics, he receives a 
politick,publick,and ſolemn capacity, to intervene between God and the 
peoplezand although it were granted that the people could do the exter- 
nal work, orthe action of Church miniſteries, yet they are aQtions to 
no purpolezthey want the life and all the excellency,unleſs they be done 
by ſuch perſons whom God hath called toit, and by ſome means of 
his own hath expretled his purpoſe to accept them in ſuch miniſtra- 
tions. 

And this explication will ealily be verified in all the particulars of the 
Priz{ts power,becauſe all the miniſteries of the Goſpel are iz gezere ora- 
tionis (unle(s we except preaching, in which God ſpeaks by his ſervants 
to the people ) the miniſter by his office is an interceſſor with God, and 
the word uſed in Scripture for the Prieſts officiating lignifies. his praying 
[| neregyirmer I aur | as they were miniſtring or doing their Liturgy, the 
work of their ſupplications and interceſſion; and therefore the Apoſtles 
poſitively included all their whole miniſtery in theſe two : [| but we will 
give our ſelves to the word of God, and to prayer, |] the prayer of conſe- 
cration, the prayer of abſolution, the prayer of 1mpoſition of hands: 
they had nothing elſe to do but proy and preach. And for this reaſonit 
was, that the Apoſtles in a ſenſe neereſt to the letter; did verifie the 
precept of our bleſled Saviour; Pray continually, that is, in all the offi- 
ces, acts, parts and miniſteries of a daily Liturgy. | 

This is rot to lefſen the power, but to underſtand it : for the Prieſts 
miniſtery is certainly the inſtrument of conveying all the bleſſings of the 
people, which are annexed to the ordinary adminiſtration of the ſpirit. 
But when a}l the office of Chriſts Prieſthood in heaven is called zxterceſ- 
ſion for us, and himſelf makes the ſacrifice of the Crols, efteQual to the 


ſalvation and graces of his Church, by his prayer, ſince we are —_— 
| O 
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of the fame Prieſthood, can there be a greater glory than to have cur 
winiſtery like to that of Jeſus?not operating by vertue of a certain num- 
ber of ſyllables, but by a holy,folemn, determined and religious prayer 
in the ſeveral manners and inſtances of interceſſion: according to the Sy 
logy of all the religions in the world,whoſe moſt ſolemn myſtery, wag 
their moſt ſolemn prayer. I mean it in the matter of ſacrificing ; 
which alſo is true in the moſt myſterious folemnity of Chriſtian'ty in the 
holy Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which is hallowed and lifted up 
from the common bread and wine by -zyſtical prayers and ſolemn invoca- 
tions of God. And therefore S. Dioxyſ#s calls the forms of Conſlecration 
TMs Fnenirec prayers of Conſecration, and S. Cyril m his third myſtago. 
gique Catechiſm ſayes the ſame. The Exchariſtical bread | after the in. 
one of the holy Ghoſt | is not any longer common bread, but the bo- 
dy of Chriſt, 
{2h + it be neceſſary that the words which in the Latin 
Church have been for a long time called the words of Conſecration 
( which indeed are more properly the words of Inſtitution } thould be 
repeated in every conſecration, becauſe the whole aCtion is not complea- 
ted according to Chriſts pattern, nor the death of Chriſt ſo ſolemnly 
enunciated without them, yet even thoſe words alſo 'are part of 
a myſtical prayer; and therefore as they are not only intended there 
i tiger Sizes, by way of hiſtory or narration(as Cabaſil, miltakes;)ſo alſo 
in the moſt ancient Liturpgies, they were not only read Pnywenccr: or 
as a meer narrative, but alſo with the form of an addreſs,or invocation : 
Fiat hic panis corpus Chriſti, &xfiat hoc vinum ſanguis {briſti, Let this 
bread be made the body of Chriſt, &c. So it isin S. Fames his Liturgy, Ss: 
Clements, S. Marks,and the Greek Doctors: And in the very recitation of 
the words of inſtitution,the people ever uſed to anſwer[ Amen]whichin- 
timates it to have been a conſecration in gerere orationis,called by S.paul 
benedi@ion , orthe bread of bleſſing, and therefore S. 4»ſtiz expound- 
ing thoſe words of S, paul [_ Let prayers and ſupplications and Interceſ- 
frons and giving of thanks be made(aith,Eligo in his verbzs hoc intelligere, 
quod omnis vel pane omnis freque ntat eccleſta, ut| precationesaccipiamus 
diftas quas fecimus in celebratione ſacramentorum antequam illud quod ejt 
in Domini menſ4a accipiat benedici : | orationes ] cum bexedicitur, & ad 
diſtribuendum comminuitur quam totamorationen pene omnis eccleſia Do- 
minicaoratione concludit. The words and form of conſecration he calls, 
by the name of | orationes | ſupplications 3 the prayers before the confe- 
cration | preces ],and all the whole action | oratzo - ] and this is accord- 
iog tothe ſtile and prattiſe, and ſenſe of the whole Church or very necr 
the whole. AndS. Baf/l ſaith, that there is more neceſlary toconſecra- 
tion than the words recited by the Apoſtles and by 
the Evangeliſts. * © The words of Invocation in the 
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& the myltery, in 5 &'yſ2'o8 difackaatig megnaforns which 
we have received by tradition. Theſe words ſet 
down in Scripture they retained as a part of the myſtery co-operating 
to the ſolemnity, manifeſting the {ignification of the rite, the glory of 
the change, the operation of the Spirit, the death of Chriſt, and the 
| memory 
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memory of the ſacrifice : but this great work which all Chr (tians knew 
to be done by the Holy Ghoſt, the Prieſt did obtain by prayer and fo- 
lemn invocation : according to the ſaying of Procixs of C. p. ſpeaking 
of the tradition of certain prayers uſed jn the myſteries, and indited by 
by the Apoſtles ( as it was ſaid), but eſpecially in S. James his Liturgy: 
By theſe prayers ( ſaith he) they expe@ed the comming of the holy Ghosf, 
that his divine perſence might make the bread and the wine mixt with wa- 
ter to become the body and bloud of our bleſſed Savionr, 

AndS. Juſtin Martyr very often calls the Euchariſt, food made Sacra- "7 Op 
mental and Euchariftical by prayer : and Origen» we ex t the bread holy, "kplenl- 
and made the body of Chrift by prayer : Verbo Dei &+per obſecrationem ſan- cur rope. | 
Hificatus, bread ſanFified by the word of God,and by prayer, viz, the = ih ” I 
prayer of conſecration : prece myitica is S., 4uſtins expreſſion of it: c Cor- g, cyura cell. 
pus Chriſti ſanguinem dicimus illud tantum, quod ex frufibus terrg ng eye; 


acceptum, & prece myſtica conſecratum rite ſumimus. That only we call j#* *579% *7 


the body and bloud of Chriſt which we receive of the fruits of the earth, Wn 
and being conſecrated by the myſtical prayer, wetake according to the 9 7» tn 
rite. And S. Hierow chides the inſolency of ſome Deacons towards %Z”,” A 
Prieſts upon this grouud. 4/7 ho can ſuffer that the miniſters of widdows « Lib. 3. de 
and tables ſhould advance themſelves above thoſe | at whoſe prayers ] the 1 9 _— 
body and bloud of Chriſt are exhibted or made preſential. Iadde only ,; ſara 
the words of Damaſcen. The bread and wine are changed into the body and & vidarum 
bloud of Chriſt ſupernaturally by invocation, and comming of the Holy mana 
Ghoſt. effe: at, ad quo- 


rim YES 
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Now whether this conſecration by prayer, did mean to reduce the ©®- 
words of inſtitution to the ſenſe and ſignification of a prayer, or that 5 nn 
they mean, the conſecration was made by the other prayers annexed to va Emiſſen. 
the narrativeof the inſtitutionaccording to the ſeveral ſenſes of theGreek Sen. 5-de 
and Latin Church, yet ſtill the miniſtery of the Prieſt whether in the #4: 
words of conſecration,or in the annexed prayers, is ſtill by way of prayer. 

Nay further yet, the whole myſtery it felf is operative in the way of 

prayer, faith Caſſander, in behalf of the School and of all the Roman »; p+-40 
Church;and indeed S. 4mbroſe,and others of the Fathers,in behalf of the incanſutar; 
Church Catholick.Nuzc (hriſtns offertur,ſed offertur quaſs homo,quaſe re- 
cipienspaſſronem,&+ offert ſeipſum quaſiSacerdos ut peccata noſtradimittat 

hic in 1magine\ ibi in veritate,ubi apudPatrem quaſi advocarus intervenit | 

So that what the Prieſt does here, being an imitation of whar Chrilt 

does in heaven, is by the ſacrifice of a ſolemn prayer, and by the repre- 

ſenting the action and paſſion of Chriſt, which is etfe@tual in the way 

of prayer,and by the exhibiting it to God by a ſolemn prayer,and advoca- 


. tion,in imitation of,and union with Chriſt. All the whole office is an of- 


fice of interceſſion, as it paſſes from the Prieſt to God, and from the peo- 
ple to God 3 And then for that great myſteriouſneſs, which is the ſacra- 
mental change, which is that which paſſes from God unto the peo- 
ple by the Prieſt, that alſo is obtained and effeFed by way of prayer. 
- For ſince the holy Ghoſt is the conſecrator, either he is called down by 
the force of a certain nuinber of ſyllables, which that he will verifie,him- 
ſelf hath no where deſcribed; and that he means not to do it, he hath 
fairly intimated, in ſetting down the Inſtitution in words of great vici - 
nity fo expreſſe the ſenſe of the myſtery,but yet of ſo much difference and 
variety,as will ſhew,this great change 1s not wrought by fuch cun_ and 
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determined words, | The blood of the New Teſtament }] ſoit is in Saint 
Matthew and S. Mark, [ The new Teſtament in my blood] fo $. paul 
andS. Luke, My body which is broken , My body which is given, exc. and 
to think otherwiſe, is ſoneer the Gentile Rites, and the mylteries of 
Zoroaſies, and the ſecret operations of the Enthei, and Heathen Prieſts, 
that unleſs God had declared expreſly ſuch a power to be affixed to 
the recitation of ſuch certain words, it is not with too much forwardneſs 
to be ſuppoſed true in the ſpirituality of the Goſpel. 

10, But if the ſpirit deſcends not by the force of ſyllables, it follows He is 

' called down by the prayers of the Church, preſented by the Prieſts, 
which indeed is much to the honour of God and of Religion, an endear- 
ment of our duty, is according to the analogy of the Goſpel, and a pro- 
per action or part of ſpiritual ſacrifice, that great excellency of Evan- 
gelical Religion. : : 

II. For what can be more apt and reaſonable to bring any great bleſſing 
from God than prayer, which acknowledges him the fountain of bleſling, 
and yet puts us into a capacity of receiving it by way of moral predi(- 
poſition, that holy graces may deſcend into holy veſlels, by holy mini- 
ſteries, and conveyances; and none are more fit for the employment than 
prayers , whereby we bleſs God, and bleſs the ſymbols, and ask that God 
may bleſs #5, and by which every thing is {anctified, viz. by the word 
of God and Prayer , that is, by God's benediction and our impetration 5 
according to the uſe of the word in the ſaying of our bleſſed Saviour, 

oo. . Manlives| byevery word] that proceeds out of the mouth of God: that is, 
mui $40 rg by God's bleſſing; to which, prayer is to bejoyned, that we may co- 
adeo credo A- operate with God ina way moſt likely to prevail with him; and they are 
5 pars #ſs excellentwords which ® Caſſander hath ſaid to the purpoſe ; Some Apoſts- 
baits Eccleſpas lical Churches from the beginning uſed ſuch ſolemn prayers to the celebra- 
m_ bujſ- tion of the myſteries; and Chriſt himſelf, beſide that he recited the words 
ns 7g (of Inſtitution) he bleſſed the Symbols before and after, ſung an Eccleſ#a- 
celebrationom ſtical hymn. And therefore the Greek Churches which have with more 
rag gs im ſeverity kept the firſt and moſt ancient forms of conſecration, than the 
non ſol — Latine Church; affirm that the Conſecration is made by ſolemn invoca- 
14m recitatione, tion alone, and the very recitation of the words ſpoken in the body of a 
jor park pt prayer are uſed for argument to move God to hallow the gifts, and as 
ris (an expreſſion and determination of the defire. And this, * Gabriel of 
confeffionem, philadelphia obſerves out of an Apoſtolical Liturgy, The words of oar 
- et Lord [ aemrepira; ] antecedently, and by way of inſtitution, and incentive 
maniſef»m ef. are the form, together with S words which the Priest afterwards recites 
*T3-IF according 4s it is ſet down in the divine Liturgy. It is ſuppoſed he means 
=" 34% % iu the Liturgy reported to be made by S; James, whichis of the moſt an- 
x aixam;- Cjent Uſe in the Greek Church, and all Liturgies in the world in their 
Tees 32” ſeveral Canons of communion, do now, anddid for ever, mingle folemn 
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fegtac ieetis prayers together with recitation of Chriſt's words; The Church of Eng- 
aegtern t- land does moſt religioul]y obſerve it according to the cuſtom and ſenſe 
ne :3 5: ofthe primitive Lirurgiesz who always did believe the conſecration not 


pigerm ze. to be a natural effeR, and change, finiſhed in any one inſtant,but a divine 


TopHis. alteration conſequent to the whole miniſtery : that is, the ſolemn prayer 
and invocation. 
12. Now if this great miniſtery be by way of ſolemn prayer,it will eaſier be 


13b, 2: de bap. granted that ſo the other are. For abſolution and reconciliation of pe- 
extr. Donat, Nitents I need ſay no more, but the queſtion of S. _ > Quid et aliud 
cape 15s Manis a 4.4 tio, quam oratio ſuper hominem? And the Prieſtly abſolu- 
Frift, 926 tion 15 call 


ed by Saint Leo, Sacerdoturms ſupplicationes , The prayers of 
Priests, 
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Prieits; and in the old Ordo Romans, and in the Pontihcal, the forms of 


reconciliation were | Dew# te abſolvat | the Lord pardon thee, &ec. But 
whatſoever the forms were ( for they may be optative, or indicative, or 
declarative,) the caſe is not altered as to this queſtion : for whatever the 
act of the Prieſt be, whether it be the alt ofa Judge, or of an Embaila- 
dour, or a Counſellor, or a Phylitian, or all this; the bleſling which he 
miniſters, is by way of a ſolemn prayer, according to the exigence of the 
preſent Rite: and the form of words doth not alter the caſez for Fgo 
benedico, & Deus benedicat } 1s8thelame, and was no more when God 
commanded the Priett in expreſs terms #o bleſs the people; only the 
Church of late, chules the indicative form, to lignitie, that ſuch a per- 
ſon is by authority and proper deſignation appointed the ordinary mini- 
ſter of benediCction. For in the ſenſe of the Church and Scripture, none 
can give bleſſing but a Superiour, and yet every perſon may ſay in cha- 
rity, God bleſs you, He may not be properly ſaid to bleſs, for the greater 
3s not bleſſed of the leſſer by Saint Panl's Rule; the Prieſt may bleſs , or 
the Father may, and yet their benediCtion, (ave that it fignihes the au - 
thority, and folemn deputation of the perſon to ſuch an ordinary Mi- 
niſtery ) ſignifies but the fame thing 3 that is, it operates by way of 
prayer 3 bur is therefore prevalent and more effettual , becauſe it ts by 
perſons appointed. by God. And fo it is in Abſotution, for he that mini- 
ſters the pardon, being the perfon that pafles the act of God to the peni- 
tent, andthe act of the penitent to God ; all chat marner that the Prieſt 
interpoſes for the penitent to God 1s by way of prayer, and by the me- 
diation of intercethon; for there is none elfe in this imaginable ; and 
the other of paſhng God's at? upon the penitent is by way of interpreta- 
tion and enunctation, as an Embaſſadour, and by the word of his miniſte- 
ry; In perſonaChiiti condonavi, 1 pardon in the perſon of Chriff , faith 
Saint Paxl : in the firſt, be is iegevs, emnaniur, ivxopuiy © weoile fur, ioxamrias; In 
the ſecond he is inopimns ixgarnents; 10 both, a miniſter of divine benedi- 
ion to the people , the anointing from above deicends upon Aaror's 
beard, and ſo by degrees to the ſkirts of the people; and yet inthofe. 
things which the Prieſt orthe Prophet does but fenific by divine ap- 
rointment he is ſazd todo the thing , which he only fignifies and makes 
publick as a Mitnifter of God : thus God ſent Jeremy , He ſet him over the 
Nations to root out , and to pull down, and to deſtroy, to throw down, and 
zo bmild, and toplant , and yet in allthis, his miniſtery was nothing bur 
Prophetical : and he that converts a {inner is ſaid to fave him, and to hide 
a multitude of pn; that is, he 1s 1n(tramental to it and minifters in the 
imployment z ſo that herealſo, Yerbuw eft oratio, the word of God and 
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prayer dotranſact both the parts of this office. And I underſtand, thongh 


not the degree and excellency , yet the truth of this manner of operation 
inthe inſtance of z/aac blefling Jacob , which inthe ſeveral parts was ex- 
prefled in all forms, ixdicative, optative, euunciativez and yet there is 
no queſtion but it was intended to do Jacob benefit by way of imp:tra- 
tion; ſo that although the Church may exprets the acts of her miniſtery 
in what form ſhe pleaſe , and with detign to make ſignification of ano- 
ther Article, yet the manner of procuring bleſſings and graces for the 
people is by a miniſtery of interpellation and prayer, we having no other 
way of addreſs or return to God but by Petition and Euchariſt, 

17. I ſhall not need to inftance any more. S, Auſtin ſummes up all 


the Eccleſiaſtical miniſteries i» an exprefſion fully to this purpoſe 3 $87 x, REY 
ergo ad hoc valet quod dium et in Evangelio, Dems peccatorem non 4#- 
dit, ant, Per peccatorem ſacramenta non celebrentur, Quomado exaud 
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deprecantem vel ſuper aquam baptiſmi , vel ſuper oleam, vel ſaper Eucha- 
riſtiam, vel ſuper capita eorum ſuper quibus manus imponitur © with Saint 
Auſtin, praying over the Symbols of every Sacrament , and Sacramental, 
is all one with celebrating the myſtery. And therefore in the office of 
Conſecration in the Greek Church, this power paſſes upon the pet- 
ſon ordained , That he may be worthy to ask things of thee for the ſal- 
vation of the people, that 1s, to celebrate the Sacraments, and Rites, and 
that thou wilt hear him : which fully expreſſes the ſenſe of the preſent 
diſcourſe, that the firſt part of that grace of the holy Spirit which 
conſecrates the Prieſt, the firſt part of his ſanGihcation, is a ſeparation 
of the perſon to the power of interceſſion for the people, and a mini- 
ſerial mediation, by the miniſtration of ſuch rites and ſolemn invocations 
which God hath appointed or deſigned. 

And now this eation which 1s ſo evident in Scripture, tradition 
and reaſon, taken from proportion and analogy to Religion, is ſo far 
from making the power of the holy man leſs than is ſuppoſed, that it 
ſhews the greatneſs of it by a true repreſentment 3 and preſerves the ſa- 
credneſs of it ſo within its own: cancels, that it will be the greateſt ſa- 
criledge in the world to invade itz for,who ever will boldly enter with- 
in this vail, ziff qui vocatur ſicat Aaron, unleſs he be ſanfified as is 
the Prieſt, who is enrwyiveus nd Xe, as NaZianten Calls him , a Minitter co- 
operating with Chriſt , he does without leave call himſelf a mar of God, 
a Mediator between God and the people under Chriſt , he boldly thruſts 
himſelf into the participation of- that glorious mediation which Chritt 
officiates in Heaven; all which things as they are great honours to the 
perſon, rightly called to ſuch vicinity and endearments with God, 
ſo they + 4 ou wholy upon divine dignation of the grace and vocation 
of the perſon. | 

2. Now for the other part of ſpiritual emanation or deſcent of graces 
in ſanCtification of the Clergy , that is in order to the performance of 
the other » 3ws 6 piadrfganr©- Ia05 ner arm 3; of proprnmes Zond Thr itggoovnr Yam; 
that's the ſenſe of it , that God who is the lover of ſouls may grant a pure 
and unblameable Prieſthood; and certainly they who are honoured with 
ſo great a grace as to be called to officiate in holy and uſeful Miniſteries 
have need alſo of other graces. to make them perſons holy in habit and 
diſpoſition, as well as holy in Calling, and: therefore God hath ſent his 
Spirit to furniſh his Emiſlaries with excellencies proportionable to their 
need and the uſefulneſs of the Church. At the beginning of Chriſtianity, 
God gave gifts extraordinary , as boldneſs of ſpirit, fearleſs courage, 
freedom of diſcourſe, excellent underſtanding,diſcerning of ſpirits, deep 
judgment, innocence and prudence of deportment, the gift of tongues; 
theſe were ſo neceſlary at the inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, that 
that if we had not had teſtimony of the matter of fat, the reaſonable- 
neſs of the thing would prove the actual diſpenſation of the Spirit; 
becauſe God never fails in neceſlaries : But afterward , when all the ex- 
traordinary needs were ſerved, the extraordinary ſtock was ſpent , and 
God retracted thoſe ifJues into their fountains, and then the graces that 
were neceſſary tor the well diſcharging the inhxancis prorreies, the Prieſtly 
funTion, were ſuch as make the perſon of more benefit to the people, 
not only by being exemplary to them, but gracious and loved by God : 
and thoſe are ſpiritual graces of ſanctihcation. 

And therefore Ordination 1s a collation of holy graces of ſanQifica- 
tion; of a more excellent Faith, of fervent Charity, of Providence and 
paternal care ; Gifts which now deſcend not by way of nyyacle, as u = 
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the Office Aliniterial. I 
the Apoſtles, are to be acquired by humane induſtry, by ſtudy and good 
letters, and therefofte are preſuppoſed in the perſon to be ordained : 
to which purpoſe the Church now examines the abilities of the man, 
before ſhe lays on hands : and.therefore the Church does not ſuppule 
that the Spirit in Ordination deſcends in gifts, and in the infuſion of 
habits, and perfeCt abilities, though then alſo, it is reaſonable to be- 
lieve that God will affiſt the pious and careful endeavours of holy Prieſts; 
and bleſs them with ſpecial aids and co-operation : becauſe a more ex- 
rraordinary ability is needful for perſons ſo defigned. Bur the proper 
and great aid which the Spirit of Ordination gives, is ſuch inſtances of 
aſſiſtance which make the perſon more holy. | 

And this is ſo certainly true, that even when the Apoſtle had ordained 17: 
Timothy to be Biſhop of Epheſus , be calls upon him to ſtir up the gift of a Tlatrwnf 
God,which was in hine by the putting on of his hands, & that gift is a Roſq- T4915 nictes 
ry of graces,what graces they are, he enumerates in the following words : © ies: 
God hath not given us the ſpirit of Fear, but of Power, of Love,x, ewpcorius, £ DT 
and of a modeſt and ſober mind ( and theſe words are made part of the 7 *72i- 
form of collating the Epiſcopal order in the Church of Exglard. ) Here ane! god 
is all that deſcends trom the Spirit in Ordination , J42pr, Power, that is, mr va])&-t 
to officiate and intercede with God in the parts of miniſtery : and the _ 9 
reſt are ſuch as imply duty, ſuch as make him fit to be a Ruler in pa- Mgr Sens 
ternal and ſweet government , Modeſty, Sobriety, Love; And therefore * #75 
in the forms of Ordinatioa of the Greek Church ( which are therefore gener 
highly to be valued, becauſe they are moſt ancient, have ſuffered the leaſt «+» a 6 
change, and been polluted with fewer intereſts) the myſtical prayer of 727% 
Ordination names | qpar in order to holineſs. We pray thee that the om 
grace of the ever holy Spirit may deſcend upon him, , Fill him full of all My Tis d« 
faith and love and power and ſanitification by the illumination of thy holy 2511086 deb 
and life-giving Spirit : and the reaſon why theſe things are defir'd, and ey pet 
given, is in order to the right performing his holy offices þ that he may is, mre- 
be worthy to ſtand without blame at thy Altar, to preach the Goſpel of thy ET.” 
Kingdom, to miniſter the words of thy truth, to bring to Thee gifts, and aake oe 8 
ſpiritual Sacrifices , to renew the people with the Laver of Regenera- __ 
#107. 

And therefore «c S. Cyril ſajes that Chriſt's ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Er. 
Ghoſt, ſignifies grace given by Chriſt to the Apoſtles, whereby they were < & tim 4ps- 
ſanctified : that by the holy Gnoſt they might be abſolved from their (ins, ww Chrijto 
ſfaithd Haywoz andeS. Auſtin ſajes,that many perſons that were ſnatched "04" Rog 
violently to be made Prieſts or Biſhops, who had in their former purpoſes * * « per ſpi- 
determined to marry and live a ſecular life, have intheir Ordination recei- my 
ved the gift of continency. And therefore there was reaſon for the great- ESSE ang 
neſs of the ſolemnities uſed in all ages in ſeparation of Prieſts from the 77. 124 
world, infomuch that whatſoever was uſed in any ſort of ſanCtification of  - ere 
ſolemn benediction by Moſes law, all that was uſed in Conſecration of the 2*: Paſcbe. 
Prieſt, who was to receive the greateſt meaſure of ſanfification. Eadem yrs y 
item V3s ettam Sdcerdotem,auguſtum O* honorandumn facit, uovitate bened:i- + nod OY 
GFionis 4 communitate vulgi [egregatum. Cum enim her? unus e plebe eſjet,re- 
pente redditur preceptor,preſes, Dodor pietatis,myſteriori latentinm prajul 
@*c.Inviſibili quadamvi,acgratia inviſtbilem animi in melius transforma- 
tam gerens,that 1s, improved in all ſpiritual graces; which is highly exprel- 
ſed by f Martyrizs who ſaid to Neffarizs , Tu.0 beate, recens baptizatus & f Sn. th. 5; 
purtficats, & mox inſuper ſacerdotio aud us egutraque autem hec peccato- © 0 
rum expiatoria efſe Deus conſtituit + Which are not to be expounded as if * 
Ordination did confer the firſt grace, which in the Schools 1s under{tood 
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only to be expiatorious; but the increment of grace, and ſanCtification ; 
and that alſo is remiſſive of fins, which are taken off by parts as the 
habit decreaſes; and we grow in God's favour, asour graces multiply 
Or grow. . | 

Now that theſe graces being given in Ordination , are immediate 
emanations of the holy Spirit, and therefore not to be uſurped or pre- 
tended to by any man, upon whom the Holy Ghoſt in Ordinaticn hath 
not deſcended, I ſhall leſs need to prove, becaule it is certain upon the 
former grounds, and will be finiſhed in the following diſcourſes; and 
it is in the Greek Ordination given as a Reaſon of the former prayer, 
& 330 75 Ghiflices mar iuar xogar, an 5r Th Emoxony Twr @hugle) 0's UXTIPE Som x amas mis 
«los &«. [For not in the impoſition of my hands, but in the overſeeing 
providence of thy rich mercies, grace is givento them that are worthy.] 
So that we ſee, more goes to the fitting of a perſon for Eccleſiaſtical 
Miniſteries than is uſually ſuppoſed ; together with the power, a grace 
is ſpecially collated, and that isnot to be taken up and laid down, and 
pretended to by every bolder perſon. The thing is ſacred, ſeparate, ſo- 
lemn, deliberate, derivative from God, and not of humane proviſion , or 
authority, or pretence, or diſpoſition. | 


SECT. VIII. 
i kr Holy Ghoſt was the firſt Conſecrator , that is made evident 3 


and the perſons firſt conſecrated were the Apoſtles, who iecei- 

ved the ſeveral parts of the Prieſtly order, at ſeveral times 3 
the power of conſecration of the Euchariſt, atthe inſtitution of its 
the power of remitting and retaining fins in the Oftaves of Faſter; 
the power of baptizing and preaching, together with univerſal juriidi- 
ion, immediately before the Aſcenſion, when they were comman- 
ded to go into all the werld preaching and baptiz.ing. This is the 
whole office of the Prieſthood; and nothing of this was given in Pente- 
colt when the holy Spirit deſcended and reſted upou all of them; the 
Apoſtles, the brethren, the women : for then they received thoſe great 
afſiſtances which enabled them who had been deſigned tor Embaſſadours 
to the world, to do —_— work : and others of a lower capacity had 
their proportion,as the effect of the promiſe of the Father, and a mighty 
verification of the truth of Chriſtianity. 

Now all theſe powers which Chriſt hath given to his Apoſtles, were b 
ſome means or other to be tranſmitted to Gccding perſons , becauſe 
the ſeveral Miniſteries were to abide for ever. All nations were to be 
converted, a Church to be.gathered and continued, the new Converts 
to be made Confeſlors, and configned with Baptiſm, fins to be remit- 
ted, flocks to be fed and guided, and the Lords death declared, repre- 
ſented, exhibited, and commemorated untill his ſecond Coming. &nd 
fince the powers of doing theſe offices, are aCts of free and gracious con- 
ceſſion , emanations of the holy Spirit, and admiſiions to a vicirity with 
God, it is not only impudence and facriledge in the perſon, talſly to 
ne. that is, to bely the Holy Ghoſt, and thruſt intotheſe Offices, 

ut there is an impoſlibility in the thing , it is null in the very deed do- 
ing, to handle theſe myſteries without ſome appointment by God; un- 
leſs he calls and points out the perſon, either by an extraordinary or by 
an ordinary Vocationz Of theſe I muſt give a particular account. 
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| The extraordinary calling was firſt, that 1s, the immediate; for the 3, 
firſt beginning of a laſting neceſlity , is extraordinary, and made ordj- : 
nary in ſucceſiion, and by continuation of a fixed and determined 
Miniſtery. The firſt of every order hath another manner of coniticu- 
tion, than all the whole ſucceſjion. The riſing of the ſpring is of greater 
wonder, and of more extraordinary and latent reaſon , than the deſcent 
of the current; and the derivation of the powers of the Holy Ghoſt 
that make the Prieſtly order, are juſt like the Creation : the firſt man 
was made with God's own hands, and all the reſt by God, co-operating 
with a humane ad and there is never the ſame neceſſity as at firſt, for 
God to create man. The ſpecies or kind ſhall never fail, but be preſerved 
in an ordinary way : And ſo it is in the deſignation of the Miniſters of 
Evangelical Prieſthood 3 God breathed 1nto the Apoſtles 7? mr2y4a x Luo 
miiy reps, the breath of the life-giving ſpirit; and that breath was to þ 
be continued in a perpetual, univocal production z they who had recei- 
ved, they were alſo to give: and they only could. | 

Grace cannot be conveyed to any man, but either by the fountain, 4. 
or by the channel : by the Author, or by the Miniſter. God only is the 
fountain and Author: and he that makes himſelf the Miniſter whom 
God appointed not, does in effect make himſelf the Author :-for he 
undertakes to diſpule of grace which he hath not received,to give God's 
goods upon his own authority : which he that offers at , without God's 
warrant, does it only upon his own. And fo either he is the Author, or 
an UVſurper , either the fountain, or a dry cloud, which in effect calls 
him either blaſphemons, or ſacrilegions. 

But the firſt and immediate derivation from the fountain , that only 5, 
I affirm to be miraculous, and extraordinary : as all beginnings of eflen- | 
ces ard graces of neceſſity muſt : thoſe perſons who receive the firſt iſ- 
ſues, they only are extraordinarily called : all that ſucceed are called 
or defigned by an ordinary vocation, becauſe whatſoever is in the ſuc- 
ceſiion is but an ordinary neceſſity, to which God hath proportioned an 
ordinary Miniſtery ; and when it may be ſupplied by the commonpro- 
viſions, to look for an extraotdinary calling, 1s as if a man ſhould expe& 
ſome new man to be created, as Adam was; it is to ſuppoſe God will 
multiply beings and operations without neceſſity. God called at firſt, and 
if he had not called, man could not have come to him in this neerneſs 
of a holy Miniſtery 3 he ſent perſons abroad, and if he had not ſent, 
they could not have gone 3 but after that he had appointed by his own 

deſignation perſons who ſhould be Fathers in Chriſt, he called no more, 
but lctt them to call others : He firſt immediately gives the ydee, the F 
grace, and leaves this as a Depofrtum to the Church, faithfully to be 
kept till Chriſt's ſecond coming 3 and this Depoſetum is the doctrine and 
diſciplice of Jeſus : he opens the door, and thea left it open, command- 
ing all to come in that way, into the Miniſtery and tuition of the flock, 
calling all that came in by windows , and poſterns , and oblique ways, 
thieves and robbers. And it is obfervable, that the word vocation or cal- 
ling in Scripture, when it is referred to a deſignation of perſons to the a; ;,, .. 
Miniſtery, it always ſignifies that which we term, calling extraordinary ; 15. 10: 
it always fgnifics, an immediate aCt of God 3 which alſo ceaſed when the 
great neceſiity expired, that 1s, when the fountain had ſtreamed forth 
abundantly, and made a current to deſcend without interruption. The 
purpoſe of this diſcourſe is, that now no man ſhould in theſe days of or- 
dinary Miniſtery, look for an extraordinary calling , nor pretend in or- 
der to vainer purpuſes any new neceſlities. 

They 
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They are fancies of a too confident opinion, and over-valuing of our 
ſelves, when we think the very being of a Church is concerned in our 
miſtakes; and if all the world be againſt us, weare not aſhamed of our 
folly , but think truth is failed from among the children of men, and 
the Church is at a loſs , and the current derived from the firſt emana- 
tions is dryed up, and then he that is boldeſt to publiſh his follies, is alſo 
as apt to miſtake his own boldneſs for a call from God.as he did at firlt his 
own vain opinion for aneceſlary truth ; and then he is called extraordi- 
narily, and ſo ventures into the ſecrets of the Santuary, Firſt, he made 
a neceſſity more than ever God made, and then himſelf finds a remedy 
that God never appointed. He that thinks every ſhaking of the Ark is 
abſolute ruine toit, when peradventure it was but the weakneſs of his 
own eyes that made him tancy what was not , may alſo think he hears a 
call from above to ſupport it , which indeed was nothing but a noylſe in 
his own head : And there is no cure forthis, but to cure the man, and 
ſet his head right. For he that will pretend any thing that is beyond 
ordinary, as he that will ſay he hath two reaſonable Souls within him, 
or three Wills, is not to be confuted but by Phylick, or by the tying him 
to abjure his folly till he were able to proveit. 

But God by promiſing that his Church ſhould abide for ever, and that 
the gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it, but that himſelf would 
be with her to the end of the world; hath fufficiently confuted the vanity 
of thoſe men, who that they might thruſt themſelves into an office , pre- 
tend the dillolution of the very being of the Church : For if the Church 
remains in her being, let her corruptions be what they. will, the ordi- 
nary Prophets have power to reform them; and if they donot, every 
man hath power to complain, ſo he doesit with peace, and modeſty, and 
trath, and neceſſity. 

2. And there 1s no need of an extraordinary calling to amend ſuch 
things which are certain, foreſeen, events3 and ſuch were herefies and 
corruption in doctrine and manners, for which God appointed an ordi- 
nary Miniſtery to take cognizance and make a remedy; for which him- 
ſelf when he had told us, Hereſees muſt needs be, yet made no provilions 
extraordinary , but left the Church ſufficiently inſtructed by her Rule, 
and guided by her Paſtors. 

3. When Chriſt means to give us a new Law, then he will give us a 
new Prieſthood, a new Miniſtery : One will not be changed without the 
other, God now no more comes in a mighty ruſhing wind , but ina ſtill 
voice, in the gentle Homilies of ordinary Prophetsz and now that the 
Law , by which we are to frame our underſtandings and our actions, is 
eſtabliſhed , we muſt not expect an Apoſtle to correct every abuſe; tor 
if they will not hear'2zo/ſes and the Prophets, if one ſhould come from 
the dead, or an Angel come from Heaven, it is certain they will not 
be entertained, but till the wonder be over , and the curioſity of news 
be ſatisfied. 

Againſt this, it is pretended that Chriſt promiſed to be with his Church 
for ever, upon condition the Church would do their duty; but they 
being but a company of men, have power to chuſe, and they may chuſe 
amiſs 3 and if all ſhould doo, Chriſts promiſes may fail us, though not 
fail of their intentions 3 and then in this caſe the Church failing , either 
there mult be an extraordinary calling of (ingle perſons, orelſe any man 
may enter into the ordinary way , which is all one with an extraordina- 
ry: for it is extraordinary that common perſons ſhould by neceſlity be 
drawn into an imployment , which by ordinary vocation, they are not to 
meddle with, Againſt 


the Ofice Aldimiterial. 


\ Ag :inſ! this we cas (thanks be to God for it) pretend the expe- 
rience of 16. Agesz for hitherto it hath ever been in the Chriſtian 
Churches.that God hath preſerved a holy Clergy in the ſame proportion 


as he hath preſerved a holy people; never yet were the Clergy all Anti-” 


chriſtian , 1a the midſt of Chriſtian Churches; and we have no,reafon 
to fear it will be fo now, after fo long an experience to expourd the 
promiſes of our Lord to the ſenſe of a perpetual Miniſtery , and a per- 
petual Church, by the means of Ordinary miniſtrations. 

And how ſha!l the Church be ſuppoſed to fail, ſince God hath made 
no proviſions for its reſtitution? For by what means ſhould the Church 
be renewed, and Chriſtianity reſtored ? Not by Scripture? for we have 
no certainty that the Scriptures which we have this day, are the ſame 
which the Apoltles delivered, and ſhall remain ſo for ever 3 but only 
I; The reputation and teſtimony of all Chriſtian Churches, (which alfo 
muſt tranſmit the ſame by a continual ſucceſſive teſtimony to the follow- 
ing , orelſe they will be of an uncertain faith,) and 2. The confidence 
ot the divine providence and goodneſs, who will not let us want what 
is fit for us , that without which we cannot attain the end to which in 
mercy he hath deſigned us. Now the ſame Arguments which we have 
for. the continuation of Scripture , we have for the perpetuity of a Chri- 
ſtian Clergy , that is, beſides the fo long attual ſucceſſion and continu- 
ance, we have the goodneſs and unalterable ſweetneſs of the Divine 
mercies, who will continue ſuch Miniſteries which himſelf hath made 
the ordinary means of ſalvation; he would not have made them the: 
way to Heaven and of ordinary neceſſity, if he did not mean to pre- 
ſerve them. Indeed, if the ordinary way ſhould fail, God will ſupply 
another way to them that do their duty; bur then Scripture may as 
well fail as the ordinary ſucceſſion of the Clergy : they both were in- 
tended but as the ordinary miniſteries of ſalvation, and if Scripture 
be kept for the uſe of the Church, it is more likely the Church will be 
preſerved in its neceſlary conſtituent parts than the Scripture z becauſe 
Scripture 1s preſerved for the Church, itis kept that the Church might 
not fail. For as for the fancie, that all men being free agents may chuſe 
amiſs : ſuppoſe that; but then, may they not all conſent to the corrup- 
tion or deſtroying of Scripture ? yea, but God will preſerve them from 
that, or will over-rule the event : yea, but how do they know. that? 
what revelation have they ? yet grant that too, but why then will henot 
alſo over-rule the event of the matter of univerſal Apoſtacie ? for both 
of them are matter of choice. 

But then that all the Clergy ſhonld conſent to corrupt Scripture , or 
to loſe their Faith, is a moſt unreaſonable ſuppolitionz for ſuppoſing 
there is a natural poſlibility, yet it is morally impoſſible; and we may as 
well fear that all the men of the world will be vitious upon the ſame 
reaſon; for if all the Clergy may, then all the People may , and you may 
as well poiſon the Sea, as poiſon all the Springs; and it is more likely all 
the Ideots, and the ordinary perſons inthe world ſhould be couzened 
out of their Religion , than that all the wiſe men and A4ztiſtites , the 
Teachers, DoFors, and publick, Miniſters of Religion ſhould. And when 
all men turn Mariners, or Apothecaries, or that all men will live lingle 
lives, and turn Monks, and ſo endanger the ſpecies of mankind to'pe- 
riſh, (for there is a great fear of that tooz) that is, when all the world 
 chuſe one thing { for1t two men do, two thouſand may do it if they will, 
and ſo may all upon this ground : ) then alſo we may fear that all the 


Governours of the Church may fail , becauſe fome do, and more _ 
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and all may; till then, there will be no necd of an extraordinary 
Commiſſion; but the Church ſhall go on upcn the ſtock of the firſt caj- 
ling, and deſignation, which was extraordinary, The Spirit iflued out 
at firſt miraculouſly, and hath continued running (till in the firſt chan- 
nels by ordinary conduct, and in the {ame conveyances it muſt run {tz1], 
or it cannot without a miracle derive upon us, who ſtand at infinite di- 
ſtance from the fountain. Since then, there is now no more expectation 
of an extraordinary calling (and to do ſo were an extraordinary vanity ) 
it remains that the derivation of the miniſterial power be by an ordinary 
Conveyance. Eo 
14. The Spirit of God in Scripture hath drawn a line, and chalked out the 
path that himſelf meant to tread, in giving the graces of Evangelical mi- 
niſtrations. Art firſt, after that Chriſt had named twelve (one whereof 
was loſt ) they, not having an expreſs command for the manner of Ordi- 
nation, took ſuch courſe as Reaſon and Religion taught them. They 
named two perſons, and prayed God to chuſe one, and to manifeſt it by 
Lot; which was a way leſs than the firſt deiignation of the other eleven ; 
and yet had more of the extraordinary in it, than could be reaſonably 
continued in an ordinary ſucceſſion. The Apoſtles themſelves had not as 
yet receivedskill enough how to officiate in their ordinary miniſtery, be- 
cauſe the Holy Ghoſt was not as yet deſcended. 
I 5s But when the Holy Ghoſt deſcended,then the work was to begin; the 
Apoſtles wanted no power neceſlary for the main work of the Goſpel ; 
but now alſo they received Commiſſions to diſpenſe the Spirit to all 
ſuch purpoſes to which He was intended. They before had the office 
in themſelves, but it was ot communicable to others, till the Spirit, the 
Anointing from above, ran over the Fringes of the Prieſt's garments ; 
they had it but in imperfeCtion and unadive faculties 3 So faith Theophy- 
Yoplplen. la : He breathed, wot now giving to them the perfe& gift of the Holy 
ac Þ ri Ghoſt , for that he'intended to give at Pentecoi? ; but he prepared them 
Tracie $ort- for the fuller reception of it. They had the gift betore , but not the 
«2 Perfect conſummation of it, that was referved for the great day; and 
| * tunic becauſe the power of Conſecration is the nary, or perfeftion of 
M er, reur? Prieftly order, it was the proper emanation of this days glory; then was 
? ef g. The reap maders, the perfection of what power Chriſt had formerly con- 
peas S2rar, igned. For of all faculties, that 1s not perfect which produces perfect 
«vs 7;6%v- ard excellent actions in a dirett line , actions of a particular ſort ; but 
NDS that whiich produces the actions, and enables others to do ſo too; for 
imnO\is then the perfection is inherent, not only formally, but virtxally and emi- 
«vres mis. yotl and that's the crown of habits and natural faculties, Now be- 
fides the reaſonableneſs of the thing , this is alſo verified by a certainty 
that will not cally fail us; by Experience, and ex poit fa&o: For as 
we donot find the Apoſtles had, before Pentecoſt, a produ@ive power, 
which made them call for a Miracle, or a fpecial providence by Lots; 
ſo we are ſure that immediately after Pentecoſt they had it : for they 
fpeedily began to put it in execution; and it is remarkable, that the A- 
poſtles did not lay hands upon Matthzas : he being made Apoltle before 
E the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, they had no power to do it, they were 
6 not yet made Afinifters of the Spirit; which becauſe afterwards pre- 
6: {ently they did, concludes fairly, that at Pentecoſt they were amoug(t 
other graces made the ordizary Minifters of Ordination. 

Fhis I ſay is certain, that the Holy Ghoſt deſcending at Pentecoſt, 
they inſtantly did officiate in their miniſterial offices , they preached, 
they baptized, they confirmed and gave the holy Spirit of obfignarion, 
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and took perſons into the Lot ot their Minittery, doing of it by an exter- 
nal rite and ſolemn invocation : and now the extraordinary way gid 
ceaſe; God was the fountain of the power, but man conveyed it by an 
external rite : and of this Saint Paul, who was the only exception from 
the common way, takes notice z calling himſelf an Apoſtle, rot of 
24n , nor by man , but by Jeſus Chriſt; implying that he had a ſpecial 
honour done , to be choſen an Apoftle in an extraordinary way z there- 
fore others might be Apoſtles, and yet not fo as he was; for elſe his ex- 
preſſion had been all one, as if one ſhould ſay, Titzs the ſon of a mar 
n0t begotten of an Angel, or Spirit , nor produced by the Sun or Stars, but 
begotten by a Mar of a Woman : the diſcourſe had been ridiculous,for no 
man is born otherwiſe 3 and yet he alſo he had ſomething of the ordina- 
ry too; for jn an extraordinary manner he was ſent to be ordained in 
an ordinary Miniſtery. And yet becauſe the ordinary Miniſtery was ſet- 
led, S.Paul was called to an account for {o much of it as was extraordina- 
ry;and was tied to do that which every man now is bound to do,that ſhall 
pretend a calling extraordinary, viz. to give ar extraordinary proof of 
his extraordinary calling : which-when he had done in the Colledge of 
Jeruſalem, the Apoſtles gave hin the right hand of fellowſhip, and ap-_ 
proved his vocation; which alſo ſhews, that now the way of Ordination 
was fixed and declared to be by humane miniſtery ; of which I need no 
other proof but the inſtances of Ordinations recorded in Scripture, and 
the 20 inſtances to the contrary, but of S. Paul, whole defignation was 
as immediate as that of the 11, Apoſtles, though his Ordination was 
not. I end this with the ſaying of Job the Monk : Concerning the order, , - _ 
of Priefthood, it is ſupernatural and unſpeakable. He that yeſterday, and cramen. © 
the day before, was in the form of Ideots , and private perſons, to day by Op%ivs Ix 
the power of the Holy Ghost, and the voice of the chief Priesf , and lay- 9 
ing on of hands, receives ſo great an improvement and alteration, that he qui; ni ;n- 
handles , and can conſecrate the divine myſteries of the holy Church, 7% %% xa 
and becomes ( under Chriit ) a Mediator | Miniſterial ] between God and 7," 
man, andexalted to hallow himſelf and ſanTifie others : Theſame almolt air ua cre * 
with the words uf Gregory Nyſſen, 1n his book De ſan@o baptiſmate. TWp TVY XL @- 
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This is the ſum of the preceding diſcourſes. God is the Conſecratorz 7x7, 
man is the Miniſter; the ſeparation is myſterious and wonderful ; the 
power gteat and ſecret; the office to ſtand between God and the people, 
in the miniſtery of the Evangelical rites 5 the calling to it ordinary, and 
by a ſetled Miniſtery, which began after the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
in Pentecoſt. | 

This great change was in nothing exprefled greater, than that Saul up- x78, 
on his Ordination changed his name, which Saint Chry/o/tome obſerving, nom. 28 in 
affirms the ſame of Saint Peter. I conclude, Differentiam inter ordi- Atta 18. 
nem & plebem conſtituit Eccleſie autheritas & honor per ordinjs conceſ- «4. 1. 
ſum ſan@ificatus a Deo, ſaith Tertullian, The authority of the whole ſtua. 
Church of God hath made diſtin@ion between the perſon ordained and the 
people, but the honour and power of it is derived ſrort the ſanFification 
of God: It is derived from him, but conveyed by an ordinary Miniſtery 
of his appointing : Whoſoever therefore with unſanCtified, that is, with 
unconſecrated hands, ſhall dare to officiate in the miniſterial office, ſepa- 
rate by God, by gifts, by graces, by publick order, by an eſtabliſhed rite, 


by 
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by the inſtitution of Jeſus, by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
word of God, by the praiſe of the Apoſtles, by the practiſe of ſixteen 
Ages of the Catholick Church, by the neceflity of the thing, by Reaſon, 
by Analogy to the diſcourſe of all the wiſe men that ever were in the 
world ; that man, like his predeceſſor Corah, brings an unhallowed Cen- 
fer, which ſhall never ſend up a right cloud of Incenſe to God , but 
yet that unpermitted, and diſallowed ſmoak ſhall kindle a fire, even 
the wrath of God which thall at leaſt deſtroy the Sacrifice : his work ſhall 
be conſumed, and when upon his repentance himſelf eſcapes, yet it ſhall 
be ſo as by fire, that is, with danger, and loſs, and ſhame, and trouble. 
For our God is a conſuming fire. 


Remember Corah and all his company, 


"Avi, in xvgs- 


